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THE PREFACE 
'- To the READER. 
T's Controverſies in —_ are (hypotheti- 


cally ) zeceſſary, ( for ſo long as there is either 
Ignorance or Malice inthe hearts of Men, there 
| be Differences in Opinion , and Animoſities a 
Wien) yer a prudent- well-regulated endeavour to mode- 
ueand alwage them, is a work truly Chriſtian and Cha- 
wit, however it may be frujrleſs, and unſuccesſull in 
be end, | 

[doindeed heartily pray for it, yet dare not (as yet 
mile my ſelf fo good a return of theſe my poor La- 
us, as my Bre.hrens conviction 3 Prejudice and Intereſt 
om which the deareſt of Gods Children are not wholly 
tempted) being not ſo Eafily remov'd; The utmoſt that 
annow expect , (and which I hope they will haveno 
"ue to deny mee) is their favourable AZſolutron from thar 
mmon, yet unworthy RefleQion of a Temporizing For- 
f; it being my unteigned Judgment, (after aſtria im- 
ll inquiry into the nature of ſuch Impoſitions) that k 
Subſcription to the DoFrine and Diſcipl:ae of the j 
cho England is not only warrancable, but neceſſary. | 
Tis not-my buſinels ar preſent, to give a particular ex- 1 
ation or defence of hole Conſtitutions , which my Diſ- ##Þ 
Ming Brethren (both in Preſs and Pulpit) have thought fit 3 

oppoſe ; That task hath been with ſo much — | 

a an 
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(and withall fo much Moleration) performed ( to oy 
others) by thoſe rwo worthy Inſtruments of Gods glyy, 
Biſhop San4erſor, and Mr, Hucker, that Ihave often (wm? 
I think not without juſt cauſe) almired, that any man«.W*"> 
dowed ( even) with common Abilitics ( ſuppoſing hin 
of a meck and docile ſpirit) ſhould remain unſatisfye, 
when he ſhall have bur ſerionſly peraſed the Incompurdl 
writings of thoſe Pious a1d Learned Perſons, 
© The truth is (be their pretences never fo plauſible)ti ihe 
to me very plaine, that many of my B-ethren both decline, ; | 
a4 dread Conwitzon; of which (amongſt other provokes Mi 
rius which I now mention is a pregnant Inſtance, - 
No ſooner had this ſmall Pazpblet appear'd intel 71 
World, but (asis uſuall in ſuch caſes, we being all del. ai 
rous of Novelties) it was generally ſought after, and per. 
uſed, and ( that I may return my Thazks for ſuch encou. \0 
raging Reception )' not much diſcommended, - However” 
my Diſſenting Brethren (from whom I have deſery'd oF + 
ther acknowledgements) were not altogether ſo oblign;W 
fome of which (this is no ConjeQure but a certain Tru) II , 1 | 
though they both knew the Authors Perſon , and had other ,, - 
endearments, ſufficient to have invited a much greater 
Fawour, yet ( having barely glanc'd upon the Title) very 
diſcourteouſly (not to lay rudely) refus?d,cven oneſing 
peruſall of his humble Petit29y, | 
I muſt confeſs ( though even contrary to my natumll 
Inclination) I was ſome Fete mov'd,to obſerve fuch cauſe 
leſs and irrational Perverſeneſs. For though there be! 
deed ſmall Reaſon, thar any man ( in this Scribling Age ) 
ſhould fo little conſult either his Time or Purſe,as tothink 
himſelf obliged to the peruſall of each impertinent Pan- 
» phlet, yet that ſo ſmal a Tra, lo indffen{ively _—_— 


— > _—_— 
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when preſented by the hand of + Fri-z4 , ſhould not find 


\nore favourable Acceptance, is ſuch an Vagentle-man like 
ng, that had I the leaſure or defigne to play the $at1rift, 
zwereno hard task methinks ro explode (> difingenious 
ginſtance. \ 
0 Bur of this enough, it not ( 2s ſome may judge ) tov 
i mich; VWhich yer is mention'd withrthis D-{72ze,cven to 
(fre my R-a4er; That be his > Opinion what itwill, 
({he pleaſe to hazard fone ſmall portion of Time in the 
fall of the following Pampblet ) he ſhall find nothing 
pifend him, but the E vedence of Truth, and downe-right 
(awni4107, 

[have one thing moreto add , and that is an ObjeQion; 
glich bcing both plauſible and common, I (hail firſt Pro- 

e,(- & thar in thePerſon of ſome Pririate weake Chritti- 
Secondly R- ſoir'e with as much clearneſs as I am able, 

s The OvjeRtion is this, 

There are indeed hot D:ſpstes about thele Ceremonter, 
nd other Impoſitions in the Service of God: The To-2vc; 
nd Pexs of Learned men haye for a long time been em- 
woyed about them; the Arguments pro and con,both to de- 
ind and diſprove them, are of orcat weight,and ſeeming- 

rationall: They are indeed both fo plauſible, that a Per- 
forot my rank and 9 +2/1ty ( who not only warts the ad- 
mage of E1ucairos,, but is alſo diverted from {uch ingqv'- 
tes by a particular profe/4:0z which he is obliged ta atten.) 
may very well be perplexed how to behave himſelt : yer 
br my ow!) part, Ia n much inclin'd to rhink , That theſe 


Coremones are very dangerous and unlaw:ull Thirgs + 20d 


that becauſe 1 obſerve ſo many Learzed and Goillh Biyines, 
who rather then they will 4-ple themſelves with ſnch Po!- 
I1n935,have nos only, ſuffered joyfully the ſpoyling of their go 1+, 

a 2 but 
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4 The Preface - 
bur alſo Bonds and Impriſonments, Baniſhmenes , and, 
Thouſand other Indignities , to which a perſecuted people 
is uſually expoſed ; which certainly ſuch prudent fee 
would ncver have done for a few Ceremonies ( the cauſe of 
all chis miſchief) were they ſuch rnnoceat Things , as the 
Prelats, and their Agents have endeavoured to perſwade 
us, 


lowerh. | 
That which is ſaid in the firſt Place of their Leargiy 
and prety, is not much to the purpoſe, 

- For Firſt, ſuch pretences ( being very advantagcoust 
any Cauſe whatocver ) are tar more commo1 then true, 
a) Sic 2 Tne (a) Vulzar ſort (who are chiefly concerned in the Oh. 
vulgus; ex JjeAton) are ny competent Jaages in theſe Caſes, but much 
veritazre {cls inthe former then the latter, Bur Secondly, granting 
pauca,ex them to be as L-araed and ptous,as their admiring Priſe- 
opinion? [\tes can fancy , or my Charity could wiſh them , yet we 
oone———qp muſt remember , that the molt Learned and pros are but 
Orar. x Men, and therefore do but krow in part, and are ſan#ifed 
b) Pref. be. in part; and (asthe learned (5) Bp, Sanderſon exprelleth 
fore Serm, it) By the power of Godlineſs t# their Hearts art no mare ſe- 
Se,6. Cured from the p1ſſivility of falliag into Error through Igu- 
rance, then from the poſſibility of falling into Sin through In. 
firmitz , Which ſhould therefore prompt us, ( as thels- 
feſt courſe) ro guide our A#ions, not by Example, which 
(through different Circumſtances) is various, and uncer- 
tain, but by Precep: which is ſure and fixt, not-to have 
mens Perſons in ſuch A4miration , as to embrace their Opi> 
mow and praiſes againlt the Light of Scripture, and Ryht 

eaſon, 
But Thirdly, if Learning and Pjety muſt paſs for Argue 
: mens 


This is the ObjeRion; To which I Anſwer & fol. © 


to the- Reader. 


ments (which yet they will not, it being no go2d Conle- 

e, ſuch a Learned and Prous Man, or ſuch a learned 
and pious Company of Men holds this Opinion , therefore 
tiserue yet) I ſay iftheſe muſt be urg'd for Lo2:ck (though 
Compariſonsare harſh , and for the mo't part odious ) 1 
think 1c might cafily appear (without diſparagement be it 
ſpoken) Thar there- are as Honeſt , Religious , Zealous 

men, that have willingly and chearfully ſu4m4:ted ro 
te Church of Bland, as the beſt of them all that have op» 
pos'd the lame, 

Our Pious Fore-fathers ( ro whom under Gol , we 
owe the purity of our Relizioa, and ſome of waich embrac'd 
a$tak-) had more modcrate apprehenſions, then the pre- 
ſent Generation, * ; 

For, when the Tranny of the Church of Rome had forc'd 
them to a Spar ation ( and that in Obedience to God, \wi0 
commands us neither to believe Lies, nor ro commit d 27, 
neither ot which they could avoid by continuing in Commu- 
zi with ker ) though they left many of her Cer-mornes 
(he number of them being great an4 burthenlome) yer 
they thought fir to retain ſome others of them , and tat 
for Order and Decency in the Service of GoJ, 

Iti- be replyed (as uſually it is ) That the Reformat- 
m (being carried on by thoſe that were 4navdc 5yuiv, 
made of the ſame Clay, and ſubje& to the l;ke paſsrous 
with others) was at beſt bur (mall and ;mperfe# , ir being 
deyond the wit and power of Man, cither to foreſee, or rc- 
move all Inconvcnicnces on a [udden,and theretore, that 
twas the Duty ot After- Azes, to pertet and complete whar 
Mey had fo happily begun, by removing this R441ſb our 
ofthe Houſe of God ; To this I Anſwer, 

That the Topick of Reformation, is too large for a ſhart 

preface, 
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* Prefuce, and beyond my defgne ; onely this 5 the by, 1 

- wiſh that Protcitants (of whatſo:vcr Pertwafton ) wonld 
be more ſparing in their Refi-410z5 upor, four firſt Refur. 
mers ; tor bcfides the advantage that is herct-y given to the 
Romi'h Party, we ought to conſider, That abulcs are exfier 
compliin'd of, then redreſs'd ; and poſſibly, had the men 
of this Aze been in their ſtead, and under rhe ſame Crreume 
ſtances, I do mnch queſtion (if we may rake an eſtizune by 
their late tranſaRions) whether they would have brought 
the work toſo good an Itflue, as trough Gods Blcſling they 
then did. Bur no more of this. 

Tis ſufficient for my preſcnt purpoſe ; That fince the 
caule of their Separation from Rome, was to avoid her Pol- 
lutions, tis evident 3; Thar theſe Ceremonies which they 
thought fit to retaine, were (in their Judgment) ro partot 
them, or any other way unlawful ; the which, it uy dil. 
ſenting B-ethren will bur grant, ( not to talke now off their 
* tnexpedience, of which, ncither they nor I muſt be Judges) 
as it is a fair ſtep to end our Differences, ſo it hence avoid- 
ably follows, That if ſome pious men have>retus'd' the 
C eremontes, others of as great piety have Conform'd to them 
if ſome Lear::4 havc diſputed, others as Learned have 
defended, which mzy for ever Sil-nce that Branch of the 
OvjcRion, :1z, The Learning and Pier) of their Parties, 

. Nor is there much more e724! in that ocher part of the 
Objeion, (drawn from their perſ-cutions and ſuſterings) 
which comes now to be confidered, 

A Prertence indecd very plauſible and popular, for brides 
its ſubtle Infiruations vpon a natural ſcore, (we being al 
obliged by that common bond of Humanity, to compaſſio- 
nate thoſe that are in any miſcry and trouble, witn's 
thoſe uſual reſentments cvep for a Thick upon ma 
oWs 


ju t 
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lows) it hath this farther advantage 5 That wherever in 
Scaiprure the word Perſecution is mentioned and that either 
with ſoneaRromiſe annex'd for the ſupport of Gods people 
(who orherWiſe might deſpond under ſuch gloomy dil- 
penſ2tions) or of ſome Judgment denounced, to reftrain 
he fury of their Perſecutors : I ſay, wherſoever ſuch paſ 
ſes occur (as they do irequently in holy WWr#) they have 
learned the Art (by impoſing upon a credulous Valgar) to 
make the World believe, that they are thoſe perſecuted 
Sans, for whom thole promiſes are recorded, and that 
al ſuch perſons as arc any way employed (though in Obe= 
lience"to Authority) to! ſuppreſs them, are Perſecuting 
merches, on whom, ſooner or later, all thoſe Judgments 
trearned (hall certainly be znf/iFed. 

Lihall not in the lealt offend them with any harſh Inve- 
dives (fuch RefleRions (though ſome eaſe indeed to a bur= 
hen'd mind) being very little to the Subſ{ance of a Caule) 
ut ſhall only beg their Patience and Charity, whil(t I en- 
deavour to undeceive them, by aſſuring them in plaine 
Engliſb (whar, without Repentance, they will one day find 
rue) That they are no: Perſecuted as Saints, but puniſhed as 
MalefaFors, z' 

And this I ſhall (through Gods afliſtance) undenyably 
me in this Mcthod. 

1, By fixing the Noon, in laying down a clear and di- 
link definition of Perſecution, | 

2, By conſidering, how far thoſe preſent Syfferings to 
wich our Nonconformiſts are obnoxtous, do agree with 
t, or differ from it. | 

Perſecution for Religion (for of ſuch onely I now treat) 
may not unfitly be thus deſcribed. 

is an eager violent infliting, of outward temporal Ewil:, 
fu the exerciſe of true Religion, I 


(c) i. e. con- 
tinue, ſeu con- 
tinuato motu 


8 The Preface 


I cal! it eager violent infliting) fo the Lat. © Perſequp; 
and the Gr, 4 aw» dy fully denote ; they both ſignifieſo 


_ __ to follew, as a Hunter doth his Pcey, who purſues it till he 
co affeuin- ,q... : 
ſequor. con- rak's tr, 


tinud,affidue But becauſe theſe terms eager and w0lent, do only agree 


quzro. Mart, 
Lex. Philo» 


log. 


(d) i.e. xd) a- 


Mau Caray 


to one ſort of Perſecution, 2:12, That which is furious and 
rageing, (it being ſometimes more mild and moderate) 
and ſince definitions do expreſs the nature,but not the degree 


£/p11a, 3 x- Of the thing defined (as when we define Calor, we take no 


TaTpiyeir o& 
KAI, 
py er wed” 


notice of it in ſummo) I ſhall therefore omit theſe words 
eager and w1olent, and then the definition (I ſuppoſe un- 


*3e. Heſy- queſtionably) ſtands thus , 
Chius. . 


Perſecution 15 an inflitting of outward temporal Evils, fy 
the exerciſe of true Religton, 

Os:nard temporal Ewvils) either upon the Body, as By. 
niſhment, Impriſonment, Tortures, Death z or uponthe 
Eſtate, as Pccuniary Mul&s , confiſcation of Goods; or 
upon Reputation and good Name, as Slanderings, Revilings, 
Reproachtul Speeches, | 

For the exerciſe of true Religion) which is the Ratio for- 
malt, the Conſtitutive difference, whereby Perſecution is 
diſtinguiſhed\tom all other violences whatſoever. For lt 
the greateſt Reproaches and Indigrities, uſher in the mot 
exquiſite Tortures, and thoſe be concluded by a Death as 
cruel, as the utmoſt Malice on Earth, or Fury in Hell can 
contrive ; yct unleſs theſe Tortures be eo nomine inflicted, 
for the fake and cauſe of Relr2:0v, we may call them 
mercileſs, inhumane, unnatural Cruelties, (or any ſuch 
like name as can moſt firly expreſs them) bur not Priſe- 
Carton, ' 

B) Religion, (that I may yer more fully explainethe 
Definition) I mean the Worſhip of God ; by true Rel 


) Eieworſhipping of him according to his Vill ; the which 
0 Will (chough heretofore variouſly delivered, and in diffe. 
e «n Diſpenſarions, yet thoſe extraordinary ways of Con- 
wance being now ceaſed) it hath pleaſed the Goudneſs 
© ol Wiſdom of God to deliver in Writing (by the Mini. 
ky of the Prophets and Apoſtles) in thoſe Books which 
) W(by way of eminency ) we call the Scriptures, So that 
* Wybatever Worſbip is not according to thoſe holy Oacles, is 
) Wot trac and oy bur falſe and vain +: 1; wain as ze 
 Wifwr{bip ave, 8c. It being an undoubted Truth , That God 
Miah as much right to appoint the way of his own Wor- 
ip, as to be Worſhipp'd. ; 
There are moreover, we know, !wo parts of Religion z 


(rdenda, Agenda, Truths to be believed, ard Dutzes to: 


ke performed, in order-to Salvation; and in both theſe, 
deScripture is our Rule and DireRion. 

He therefore that is Punzſbegy cither for believing thoſe 
Truths, or for daing thoſe JN wes, the belief and perfor- 
nance of which .hoh Scripture requireth of him ; . or he 
that is puxiſbed, for not believing thoſe things as Truths, 
mich are bur talſiries and [zes, or for not doing thoſe-things 
sDuties, which ate ſinful and «»lanful, he, I ſay, who is 
miſhed upon thele accounts, is properly Perſecuted, 

The Caſe then about Perſecu:107, as it reſpeRs the Nox- 
anformiſts, is briefly this : | ; 

If thoſe Inſtances, for which they arc puniſhed, be no 
my required of them in holy Scripture, either for belief, 
orpracuiſe ; and it it ſhall appear, upon inquiry, that the 
lburch of England requires nothing of them, that is in fide 

ous, or in faflo Impious; it the neither enjoynes 
em to belicye Lies, nor to conimit any Sm, if nor fo, 
ter fo, let the world then judge where the fault lies ; _y 
| - who 


Tj 
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who they are, thar )C without Repertance) muſt one 
Anſwer ( which I fear is now lirtle thought on) for all t 
Separations and Drviſiens in the Church, all thoſe Djfira. 
ions, Confuſions, Wars, Murthers, Rapines, &c, (the nz. 
rural con(equentt of rhe former) inrhe State, which thele 
poor milcrable divided Kingdomes have fo ladly x. 
perienc'd, \ 

'Twill be rephed, (and T find it no unuſual Plea) Thu 
Preathing and Praying ave neteſary Dates, But the) ae 
puniſhed for Preaching and Praying, Therefore they are put. 
ſhed for performance of velegions Duties, and conſequenth ( a 
car-l1n2 to the now mentioned deſinition) are Perſecuted, 

They &cll us, v There are certacn tnofjenciie perſons, and 


Saf.of King thr) (moaning there Rulers) have realh no zrore 2gain(t them, 
and, King. only that they meet, and preach, and pray together, Innuen 
p. 10. 


folks, who are drazged to Priſon, for doruy mathing tn earnch, 
but endeaoering to ſuv their Souls, © | 

That I may, if poſſible, convince zyBrethrey, of the 
weaknels and warity 'of rhis plauſible Argument, Ie give 
chem my Anſwer (I hope Methodically and clearly) i 
thele following Concluſtons. 

Concl: 1, 

By Preaching und Praying, (as they are the $ ubjed of w 
Ge Diſquiſition) 1s meant the perfor mance of them it 
publick, not in private , this latter being l:bere obſervatuans, 
(ince every 'man (of what perſwaſion ſorver ) may not 
only Pray with his own family, hen and how he pleaketh, 
buralſo,P/excb, or Inſtra& them (and that without far ol 
puniſoment) in what manncr he thinks bt. 

: Concl: 2, * Sula 

InPregching und Praying there 1s conſederable, © ubſiab- 
tia & Crrcumtanttia, Re: & Muoaw, the ſubflance 1 the 

Wi), 


* O's T7 ce 
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Duty, or the thing to be perform'd, ani the circumſiances, or 
gamer of its performance, 

Preaching and Prayino, quoan $ ut (tantiam, are necſſar;, 
wſ1tate Precepti & Medii, i. ec, God hath Commanded , 
nd the condition of_the Church (whillt Militant & 7 
w) doth require, that theſe Dutics be atrended, 

Nor is the $ub/farce only, but allo the CrroumPt arres of 
tele Duties in Zheſi, and in the gencral xeceſj ary, 1, e. 
wen theſe Dutics are conſidered 11 4/7» exerciio, when» 
wer they are put into prafice,we mult xecefſarily make ule 
Circumſtances, ſome or other. 

Concl: 3. 

Theſe Circumitances C however in Theſi neceſſary?) in Hy- 

hep and 1n Particular, are” not determined in Scripture , 
which, I do not mean as to their Lawſuliicſs, but as to 
heir being duties) if they be, there mult then be produc'd 
bme clear and diſtin Precept (perpetually obligatory to 
he C5u7ch ) requiring our obſervance of ſuch or ſuch Cir- 
anſtances ; for this, and nothing elſe, (though other 
hings are pretended ) can conſtitute a Religious Duty. 
Thus, though Prazez be a Duty, yet whether it be a Se: 
Fam, or Extemporary ? The Miziſter, whether habited 
na Swrplice, or without? His Geſture, whether kneeling, 
«ltanding > The Place, whether in a Deske, or at the 
Communton Table, or at both > So for Preaching, whe- 
her in a Gown, a long Cloak or a (ſhort? How many 
&rmons in one day, whether three, or two, or but oze; I 
oy, none of theſe, or ſuch like, are determined in Scryp- 
we to be our Duties; thoſe who affert they are, muſt 
noduce the Command making them to be ſuch z for Duty 
ad Command, have a necctlary ReſpeR and Relation to 


one another, 
b 2 1 heſe e 


g Mr. New- 
comes Serm. 
at Pauls, Feb. 
8. 1646. 
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Concl: 4; | 

Theſe Circumſtances ( though ſtill free and tndifenc 
quoad naturam, bern? neither commanged nor forbidden yet) 
muſt not be left undetermined quoad uſum, 7, e, Privar 
perſons mult nor be left at liberty, to do what they think 
fit in Circumſtantials, as if an agreement in Subſtantial 
oly were ſufficient, ſo as it there be but Preaching and 
Praying ; if theſe Duties be but performed, one man 
uſe a Set Form, another may pray Extempore z- this Min. 
ſter may wear the Surplice, whillt his Nejzhbour rejedsit 
as Popiſh and Aztichriſiian, Does not any man (whohath 
not enſlaved his Reaſo, to ſupport a Fa3ion; very eaſily 
obſerve, thatthe bare mention of this Fancy ( ſuch Tam 
forc'd ro call it) is its own Confutation > was it cver < 
much as thought on, but in the heat of a Diſpute > Dil 
ever any Conſtiruted Church in the world allow ſuch Li- 
berty > Are not my Byrethrea themſelves convinc'd of the 
contrary ? If they dehy it, 1could very cafily refreſh their 
Memories in ſo obvious a Theam ; I could turn them 
their D irefory, and their Ordinances to enforce it, &c, but 
I ſpzre them, In ſhort, 

g There is ſcarce any differetice ſo ſmall, and incon{iderabl, 
but the druulgins, and propagating of it, may prove dangers 
and pernicious, and in the event intollerable : (Therefore to 
allow private perſons the Liberty, to order theſe Cir- 
cumftances in the publick Worſhip ( pro modulo Conſcients) 
as their own Conſcience ( perhaps humour or interel?) 
ſhall DiAate, is the ready way to deſtroy all Order and 
Government in the world. And this I hope is ſufficiently 
made plain (to any man that will but read and coufidet) 
in the following Colle4rons, 

Well then, to riſe yet alittle higher, Pls 
: ince 
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Since it 1s neceffary that there muſt be fome Circunce 
faces made ule of in the exerciſe of theſe Nuties, Preach- 
ing and Pros, (it being impoſſible to perform any Aion 
tÞ (and therefore Religious Action ) without them) and ſince 
i &riprure hath determ:ived nothing, cither by requiring 
;E me 8s zeceſ[ar1, or forbidding others as wnlanful : and 
{4 face to leave them undetermin'd ( for private Perſons 
7 wdo what ſeems good in their own cycs) is apparcntly 
« © deſtruRive both to Church and State z what can more na- 
t & nally follow-then this. That thcy muſt be Determined 
1 MY by the Supream Magiſtrate; who by the Advice of his Ec 
4 
| 
) 
| 


defiaſtical Council, his Convocation, (as in Seculars by his 
Parliamen:) may appoint the p:riormance of theſe, and 
aher Religious Duties in ſuch a zaner, as is molt agre- 
thle to that Apoſtolical Canon : Let all things te done dee 
ently and in order, I proceed therefore to my fifth Con- 

& cuſton, * which is this, | 

| Concl: 5. 

BM The Supream Magiſtrate muſt determine what Circun- 

IN farces ſhall be uſed in the Worſhip and Service of God, The 
wich Concluſion,-I ſhall rather ſuppoſe then prove, nor 
that I think it of leſs truth or certainty then the reſt, bur 
decauſe our Divincs, not only Epyſcupal , but alſo the 
dſentiag Parties (with whom I am now treating) have 
perform'd ir with ſo much plainneſs and faxisfaQion to 
my hand. 

And though I might co!let whole Volumes from their 
ſermons, 2nd other Treatiſes to confirme this Truth , yt 
trelieve my ſelf from the drudgery of tranſcribing, (wich 

$no pleaſing task) an1 to give caſe ro my Reager , I ſhall 
ofly refer him to ſome Places in the following Colle#10us, 
winch ifhe pleaſe to turn to, and read (as they are cited 

| im 


14 The Preface 


Mt = - __ (h) —_ "rn" _ as _—_ he will 4 Tanz0 
lowing, viz. great Y1g9 y an m C | oO UUPLCALure, 57 HY 
p.1819,20, Prom which Places it evidently appears, T'pat the M,, (01 , 
_ = 3% giftrate s boch Cultos au4 Vindex utriuſq; Tabulz, Thy Nx" 
38. 39. 50. the E xamples of the K ings of Iſ:ael and Judah, maz (ft 4 
ently warrant and encourage all Relrg1045 Muaziſtrater, ” reform l | 
and ſettle Rel:2709 in one Viiform way, and take care thao 
E: under thetr Government , [boald all ſerve the Lord withw tha 
| ſhoulder, thus being no! a Thranny over men , but the Prixi, hoc 
ledge of the Goſpel, That they muſt take a courſe , that Chjj. ich 
fiians may live a quiet and Peaceable life in Go4lineſs and ty. h 
xeſty, not in Strife and Cantention, which howthcy ſhallls Y**® 
a:le to perform, if every man (concerning theſe Cir. MY 
cumſtances ) may hold what he pleaſe,and Publiſh and Prec, _ 
»hat he holds, 1am not able to imagine, Theſe and may = 
the like Paſſages (ſome of which T have now given you _ 
' Intheirownwords) you will find in the forecitcd Places, 
(5) ut ſupra from whence I think it is plain, 'z) That where the Ds. Wl; 
Pig: 38> Arrine and Diſcipline of the Church doth not, or canrot pre. 1 
wail, the Magiſtrate muſt interpoſe his Coerciv'e Poner, fu 
R-ſiratnt or Remedy, Which leads me to the fixt Cond), lf 
Concl: 6: 


There muſt be Etcl: Lani, Canone, or Conſtitutions maie, 


for the due orderirg of theſe Circumſtances, bel 
Much I grant hath been objected by. my difſenting Bi: I 
againſt theſe Conſti:ut1o-5, Loth in T 'veſi (againſt all Eccl: oK 
Laws ingenerall ) and 1 H\po:be/; ( agninft theſe of our ” 
own Church inparticular, } ST 
As to the ficlk (for the latter is beyond my defizne) | — 1 


thr»k it would puzzlcthe moſt judicious Dj --ter, to give 
a ſolid ſatisfactory Account , why the Supream Pore may who 
make Laws to determine Inaifteres? Circumſtances n "ry 
Tea yrah, 
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Theſe Eccl: ; Ab when 1:%htly made ard conflituted, are 
Hiaatory, and muſt be obey'd. The Realon is , Becauſe Obe- 
lence co Lawfull Authority 1 [ic5:4s & honeſtts, is a duty, 
mich God in his holy Word requireth of us . Now that 
slawſull, andyconſcquent!y the 4ebita materia of any hu- 
une Conſtitution (Eccleſiaſtical or Civil) which is not 
witrary to any former obligation, Unleſs therefore the 
utter of theſe Conſticutions, or the thing which they 

uire us to perform, can be evinc'd (by good Logical 
DeduRion) to be contrary to Gods will Revealed in Scrie 

, there remains nothing but Obedience, not onely 
Aſive, chearſully and quictly (without murmurings and 
wilings) ſubmirring to the Puai/bmeat z but alſo Adrve, 
by a ready performance of the thing commanded ; though 
pibly it might be thought very mcorvenient, as being 
contrary tO E 1ucation, Cuſiome, Intereſt & Ad Uantage 'n 
t& World, and the like, And therefore, 

Conc]: 8. 

We being not (even the beſt of us all) over-read) in this 
neat Duty of Obedrence, There are Penalties annexed to 
theſe Eccl, Conſt, (as well as to «ther Lawns ) to frighten us into 
ur Duty, Such is the corruption and ſtubborneſs of our 
woures, and (© little are we affeted with the Obligations 
of Conſcience, that it is morally impoſſible for the mo't 
wholeſome Laws to obtain their Ed, without the Ad- 
lition of Civil S a-4:oxs to cnforce them, For, if the _ 
0 


' 


On ade; _ 


— — ——__ 
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of God, which arc holy, juſt and good, and every wy 
perte&, ( they being the contrivance of infinite 1V,ſlone 
ard G:34;eſs) it thele arecontemined and neglected, and 
(and as {ad expericnce proves it) dayly caſt behind our 
backs, when the obſervance of them 1s inconſiſtent with | 
ſome Bruirifh Plexſure z no wonder if the Laws of Mey, Bl... 5 
(who not onely (many times) want W ſome to contrive, | 
but allo Goodneſs to deſigne what is moſt profitable for 
their Pcople) I ſay, no wonder if theſe be rather quarrel 
with and Aiſoued, 'then ſubmitred to and obc yd . 

As therefore the infinite Maje/ty of Heaven, hath enfor. I, : 

ced the obſervance of his Commands, by a ſuitable pro. 
afal of Rewards and Puniſhments; fo it'is the Duty 
Inferior Legiflators, to be a Puniſhment to evil doers, and 
a Praiſe to them that do well, Therctore, 
Concl: 9, 

The Supream Mazyltrate, in infliaing theſe Penalties, 
i, C. 12. puniſhing the Offenders againſt his Conſtitutions, duþ 
. execute Juſtice, and perform his Duty. 

The end and deſign of Government, is $ lus Publica, it 
is to take care, xe quid detriment capiat Communitas, ot i 
the Apoſtles Phraſe, That we may live a quiet and peaceablt 
life, tn all godltzeſs and hogeſly, This is the End. 

And fince no Ez4 can be attiin'd, but by a due and 
effectual Application of proper Means, we cannot butin ); 
Reaſon grant, that the Magultrate may employ ſuch MW, 
diun?s a8 are molt ronducive to his defired End, Am | 
which, thrs certaihly is not the lea't conſiderable, (and 
without which, all Government is but precartous) .vi, 
A removal of whatſoever 1s hurtful and deſtrutiive to bn 
Soctety, 

Now lince the Publick allowazce, of diffcrent Opinions, 


and 
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d Practices about Circumfſtantials in Rel:z70» ( particu- 
lrly about Preaching ad Praying ) doth naturally improve 
' Eno contentious Dyſputes, and thoſe Diſputes ( if not re- 
q '* 1) break out into Cirill Mars, for k Mex n:i// a 


, 


{take up S words and Spears inſtead of Pens , and defe;;1 © 
| Brmes what they cannot de by Arguments, Since things arc 
\ Wins, Tis ar leaſt Prudence ( if not Duty ) in the Supream 
| Mover, to remove the Occaſion of this Raine, by cnjoyn= 
Who the Publick Pratice of theſe Duties in one Vxiforme 
| ; That all his SubjeQs may ſpeake the ſame thing , and 
there be no Diviſions amongſt them, perfefily joynd toge= 
Wir in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgement, 
[f therefore upon inquiry it do appeare, That the Ma- 
ute hath Power to make Conſtitutions, for the better 
ring of thoſe Circumſtances, about which Scripture 
hdetermind nothing, whether wee muſt uſe or not uſe 
m; and if Offenders againſt theſe Conſtitutions are juſtly 
able, it undenyably follows ; that in puniſhing ſuch 
rs of his Laws, the Magiſtrate doth not Perſecute, 
execute Juſtice, and that thoſe Perſons who are thus 
upon, are not Perſecuted as S atzts, bur Puniſhd 
— The very Caſe of our Nonconformilts here 
d. 
Ba Summary of theſe Concluſions (that my Reader may 
pp apprehend them to be both Conſequent and Evi 
isthis, 
Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Duties, Which cannot 
mformd without Circumſtances, Theſe are not determind in 
fture, Nor muſt be left undetermind, Therefore by the 
am M agiſtrate, Who to effe# this makes Laws and Con» 
ns, Theſe have Penalties annexd to be inflited on the 
dient, The inflition of theſe Penalties # the — 
. | 
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of Juſtice, and the Magiſtrates Duty, But no Perſecuim; 
Therefore thoſe Perſons that ſuffer theſe Penalties are wt in. 
juriouſely Perſecuted but juſily Puniſb'd, ; 
Quod erat Demonſtrandum, 

I cannot at all doubt, but the weakneſs of my Brethren 
, Aroument (to: any unprejudic'd Reader) begins now to 
appear, However, I will repeat their Syllogiſme once 
mort, and then let the World judge who is in the Right, 


\ 


Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Duties, 
Bui N, C. are puni[b'd for Preaching and Praying, 
Thercfore They are PuniſÞd for neceſſary Duties, 
and conſequently are Perſecuted, 


I Anſwer, firſt, by diſtinguiſhing the Major, 
Preaching and Praying quoad S ubſtantiam,, are nece 
Duttcs, 2. e, Its neceſſary that theſe Duties be perform! S 
Q441 Circumſtantias, they are not neceſſary, 5, e, though 
theſe Duties be perform*d,yer it is not xeceſſary to perform 
them in ſuch or ſuch amanner, Thus, though Prayer be ne- 
ceflary, yer that it ſhould be Extemporary, or without 4 
Form, is not neceſſary, or that the Minifter ſhould be 
without a Surplice, is not neceſſary. 
So for Preaching, though it be a Duty, yet to pree tags 
= hear — in a _ _ of two or three Thw- 
and, or to expole my lelt to Swufferings, and perhaps, 
long Impriſonment, to the negle& of pc Profeſſion, and 
thence the ruine of my Family, for which 1am bound; 
to provide; I ſay, tothrow my (elf upon all theſe Incor 
veniencies,. only to hear a Sermon from A. B. or C.D 
when I may ſafely hear a much better from an Orthodor 
. Miniſter, is fo far from being neceſſary, that it may julb 
be ſaid,. Who hath required theſe things at your hands, T 
far the Major, Secondly, 
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Secondly, I Anſwer, by denying the Mizor, which is 
merly falſe and untrue. They are not puniſhed forPreach- 
nr apd Praying (they being puniſhable for their negleR) 
ut they are puniſhed for not obſerving thole Circumſtances 
bout Preaching and Praying, which Asthority requireth 
of them z or, they are puniſhed for not performing theſe 
Daties in ſuch a manner as their Gowernovrs require z or 
note plainly yet, they are puniſhed for not obſerving, and 
Bf fmirting to thoſe Conſtitutions, which their Goverrours 
we Eſtabliſhed, for the betcer ordering of theſe Duties, 
The 0-1:gation of which Conſtitutions (becaule they are 
much oppos'd) I'le endeavour to confirm by this one Con- 
fderation, Bonum zon oritur nift ex integra Cauſs,, There 
vaſt be a concurrence of all requiſite Conditions to make 
tthing good, Now the Conditions required to the Valt- 
of Law, are not unduely expreſt by the four Cauſes; 
oy M aterial, Formal, Final, and, That Law which 
$not Detective in any one of theſe, is Valid and Obliga- 
", Bur ſuch are the Conſtitutions of the Church of En- 
{w1,* Therefore, &c. 

1, Reſpe4u Cauſe Ejicientts, there is ſufficient Antho- 
Iy and Legiſlative Power, 2. Reſpe#u Materie , the 
bings enjoyn'd are not unlawful, as being contrary to any 
law, any former Obligation, 3. Reſpetiu Forme, there 
lafficient Promulgation, 4.. Reſpe##u Fenis, Publick 
xe,and _ ( by reſtraining Diſorders, Tumvlts, 
\Worterrions, which might ariſc from Difforwity in Wor- 
WP) is the very Reaſon and Ex7 of their being -x2Qed. 

Objet, But is not Conſcience violated, £1 Chriitian- 
octy :nfr1nged by theſe Eccleſiatical Conſtitutions, [ace 
My) artermine us preciſely ad unuin 17 the uſe of T,oif erent 
tg, 2hich God and Chriſt have left free ad urruailiber 2 
ily, C 2 Aſn, 
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Anſw, 1 Anſwer, (referring my Reader for farther $4. 
tisfaRion to Biſhop Sanderſons leventh Sermon ad Poy, 
pag. 384.) That there is no Subje# of England (whatever 
is pretended to the contrary) bur hath the Liberty of hig 
Conſcience , or, (to ſpeak more intelligibly) may worſhip 
God according to his Conſcience, #. e. in ſuch a way and 
manner as his Conſcience ( his judging Faculty ) judyeth 
mot acceptable ; provided always, thar he keep his opi. 
nions to himſelf, or tohis Family, and make them a Rule 
only for his own private Pra®ice : But if ſuch a man wil 
go publifh his Opinions, and entangle the Conlciences of 
others, and ſeek to draw Diſciples after him, and make a 
Party, and cauſe Diwiſiens and Diſſentions amongtt his 


Majeſtics Subjeds, and trouble the Publick, he is tobe 


reltrain'd, he is not to be tolerated, 


1 Mr. Calamys ObjeR. 1 Will you allow the Magiſtrate to Tyranize over 


Ser.before the ens Conſtiences 2 
m4 —_ Arſw, © By no means ; Bur I believe'it is the Dutyol 
Pag- 38. s . M2 


rpms to keep men from infeQing their Subjeds 
* with Soul.deſtroying Errours, If thou haſt an Heteti- 
© cal Opinion, have it to thy ſelf, and the Magiſtrate wil 
* rat, nay, cannot meddle with thy private Conſcience 
* But if thou laboureſt to infe& others, with thy Grace 


* deſtroying Opinions, I doubt not bur the Magiſtrate i 
© bound to keep thee from ſpreading thy Infe@on to the 


undoing of the Souls of his Subjects. If he may law 
* fully ſhur up a man that hath the Plague upon his body 
" that he may not Infe& others z why not a man that hat 
* the Plague of Hereſic upon his Soul, that ſo he may nc 
* deſtroy the Souls of Thouſands > Shall a Maſter in 
* Family have pow:r to put away a Servant that is tate 


* with a grofſe Opinion, and yer not be called a Tyra 
: on: 


to the Reader, 


21 


© Magiſtrate of a Kingdome have Power to put out of his 
*Kingdome (at leaſt ro (hut up from doing hurt) one that 
© ishis SubjeR, and polluted with Blaſphemous, Herett- 
"cal, Idololatrical Opinions 2 Is not the Kingdom the 


| 

; © Magiltrares Houſe and Family > 

h ©Thele are the means that are to be uſed to cure the 
- © <diltraRtions of England, The Lord give us grace to-put 
e MW *them in practice. 

I But this and the other party will reply, That they are 
{WY neither Heretical nor Turbulent ;, and therefore what is all 
1 this diſcourle to them. 

ls I Anſwer, No man muſt be Judge in his own Cauſe ; 
x every man therefore is to be ſuppyſed (ach, that (when 


his Place requires it) refuſeth (by publick Oaths, Sl - 


rance, that-he is Or:hodox and Peaceatle, 


"2s well as we, and their differences are but in minutio- 
*r11u', Now ſuppoſing. this to: be true (as it may be in 
"ſome of them) why Jo they then tranſgreſs the Apo- 
*ſtles Rule > why do they not if it be in matters of leſſer 
*moment.wherein they differ from us, why do not they 
* keep their Opinions private, "and have their Faith unto 
"themſelves before God > why do they. upon ſo ſmall 
©Differences (if the Differences be ſo ſmall) withdraw 
*from Communion with us, and the reſt of the Chur- 
*ches, and oather themſelycs into diſtin and ſeparat 
* Churches > 

» © Had all that Profels the Goſpel in Brgland,. made 


nN 
% 


© Mcnt 


8 gyer that Servants Conſcience > And ſhall not the chief 


ſeriptrons, and: Declarations) to give the Magiſtrate alt= - - 


m © Poſſibly they will all ſay, They are of the fame qe. xew- 


©Opinion with the Reformed Churches in-Fundamentals, cmen ; erm 
at Pauls Feb. 


8.1645. p.40» 
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© ment with their Brethren, and the reſt of the Churches 
© of Chriſt, as far as poſſibly z and where they cannot, 
© where there is a neceſſity of differing, had they made 
© Conſcience to keep their Differences from appearing in 
© Publick; to have theit- private Opintons and Faith to 
© themſelves, and not intangle the weak with their doubt. 
* ful Diſputations ; ſorbearing to judge or _— thoſe 
© that are not of their Opinien, loving them till as Bre. 


© thren, not cenſuring them as Prophane, Antichriſtian, 


* Fighters againſt God, men that will wiltully hue their 
© eycs againſt the Light z had theſe things- (I ſay) been 
© atrended to on all hands, our Breaches had never been 
* ſo great as now they are, nor (ſhould the lovers of Truth 

© and Peace have had ſo much cauſe to lament them, 
0 Mir. Baxters © But, oO the deceitfulneſs of the heart of man 1 Little 
oo © do many real Separiſts, who cry out againſt the (pirit 
pag- 254+ * of Perſecution, ſuſpeR that the ſame ſpirit is in them! 
whence is Perſecution, but from thinking ill of others, 
and abhorring them, or not loving them, And do not 
you do ſo by thoſe whom you canſcleſly ſeparate from? 
| mg ng * Þ Who are they that brand their Brethren with the Ti- 
p 40. tle Proud, Time-ſervers, Prelatical, Tyrannical, Antichri- 
* {1an? And what is this leſs then Perſecurion? | 
q Rom. 2.1, #4 © Therefore thou art incxcuſable, O mar, whoſoever 
" thou art that judgeſt : for in that thou jndgeſt Another, 
*© thou condemneſt thy ſelf, for thou that judgeſt doſt the 
* lame things. r And why beholdeſt thou the More that 
arg 7+ © iSinthy Brothers eye, bur conſidereft not the Beam that 
: is inthine own eye > Or how wilt thou ſay to thy Bro- 
' © ther, let me pull out the Mote out of thine eyc ; and 
* behold, a Beain is in thine own eye? Thou Hypocrite, 
* firſt caſt out the Beam our of thine own eye, and then 


© (halt 


c 
c 
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C(hale thou ſee clearly to- caſt out the Moat out of th 
© Brothers cye. | 

Fhave a fair occaſion (could I allow my ſelf the liber- 
yot its Improvement) to return my Brethrens Argument 
upon their own heads , by afluring them ( and I beſeech 
Glo ive them grace to conſider and bewaile it ) that 
te Perſecution (ſo much complained of) lycs at their 
own Doors, they being not innocent Sfferers, but injuri- 
ous Aggreſſors, 

Theſe I know are very harſh and unpleafing words; but 
the Truth of them will appear , when we ſhall have re. 
membred, that there are more ſorts of Perſecution then 
we,o0t which St, { Auguſtine thus informes, Grave per- 
ſquitur - Patrem male vivendo, quam Pater filium caſti- 
= t gravius ancilla Saram perſecuta eſt per tniquam 

erbiam , quam eam Sara per defitam Diſciplinam. E: 
nevius Domimnum perſequebantur propter quos dictum eſt , 2t= 
ws domus tue comedit me, quam eos ipſe cum eorum menſ as e- 
vertit , @ eos flagello de templo expulit; There is you ſee 
Prrſecution of the Tongue, and of an irregular Life, as well 
8 of the Hand; andif my Brethren are not at preſent 
guilty of this latter ( whether through reſtraint , or their 
own good nature I ſhall not determaine ) I am ſure the 

eris their conſtant PraRice. ; 

For, ( to-infiſt only upon that) *tis eyen amazeing to 
mention, what bitter 1 auzts, rude $ arcaſmes , unmarnerly 

5, fabulous Stories, ſcandalous Reproaches, are their 
Gly exerciſe, whereby they vex the R:1ghreow Souls, wea- 
tenthe Hands, dilcourage the Endeawours, of their honelt 
Orthodox Conforming Brethren, Are not all Places , all 
Lampanies, all Occaſions ſufficient witneſſes of this Truth? 

Really tis very lad, ( and to be lamented with m_ 
; That 
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That che great work of Religionzthe — the Go. 
us obſtru. 


ſpell, and the Salvation of Souls , ſhould be « 
Qed by theſe unfortunate praiſes, 

But I hope no faithlu!l Son of the Church will be aiſzou. 
raz*d at theſe Things , or in the leaſt negle& his Duty 
though all the World ſhould_þe offended at him, The 
Ruleis fixt, We muſt obey God rather them May, *Tis our 
Dear Lords caſe, in whom there was no Sin , neither was 
Guile found in his mouth, and yet he was accug'd fors 
FV;ne bibber, a Glutton, and that he kad a Dexwll, r The 
Diſciple not above his Maſter, nor the Serwant above his 
Lord, I: is enough for the Diſciple that he be as his Maſter, 
and theServant 45 his Lord : if they have calld the Maſter of 
the hoſe Beelzebub, how'much more ſhall they call them of hs 
Houlhold > Fear them not therefore: Fear not them whith 
kill the body, but are not able to kill the Soul z but rather fear 
him which 1s able to deſtroy toth Soul and Bod) in Hell, 

I cannot row ſtay to: expoſtulate with my Brethren, 
otherwiſe I ſhould tell them, -there is ſuch a thing a5 
Scandal; and that Chriſt hath little ones, the mcancſt of 
whom, if they offehd (hinder from their Duty, and flop 
them in their way to Heaven, by ſpeaking Evil of the Way 
of God) it were better a Milſfone were hanged about theu 
necks, and the caſt into the midſt of the Sea, 

But I ſhall only defire them to conſider that of Saint 
James ; If any man among you ſeem to be Religious, and 
tridleth not has Tongue, but deceiieth his own heart, this man 
Relinmn 1s wain, | 

w © And yet how contrary is the praiſe of no ſimall 
© number of the Religious > In all Companies, how for- 
* ward are thcy to talke of the fins of Princes and Par- 
© liaments > of Courtiers, of Nobility and Gentry, _ 
©cially 
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"ally of Miniſters > And not ohely of the ſcanda. 
us, that are guilty indeed , but of the Innecerr, 
(that are 'not of their way, whole faults they rather 
'; make than find. 

[ have done; and muſt intreat the Readers Chaz7tn, 
inpardoning thoſe exceſſes of my Per, which ( whiltt 
Iwas intent upon the matter) may poſſibly have talln 
fom mee, God he knows it, Cand-tis my comfort 
whenthe world condemnes mee ) I have ho deſigtic to 
txaſperate any man but to reforme him. If this do not 
ftisfy-( for ſome men are very hard to pleaſe ) take 
this farther Apology in the words of that Reverend Perſon 
nw mentiond,” whoſe Pizty.and Moderation I wiſh his 
Frethren would imitate, 


X Kenzo 
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"'5*Woe to the Land and People that can multiply y Me. Baxter 


©&n and cannot Repentz And woe to them that pretend 
fRepentance, and love to be flatter'd in their Sin, and 
t cantot endure to be admoniſh'd but take all the diſco. 
tyerys of their Sin to be injurious reproach. Among 
*he Prophane wee take this to bee a deadly ſign of Im- 
 penitency, And is it ſo bad inthem, and good in us : 
JX is part of my Office to cry with holy Bradford R'E- 


*PENT O ENGLAND. andto fay after Chriſt 


* (Except ye Repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe Periſh,) An1 


*canl call men to Repent, when I muſt not dare to tell 
"them of what? nor to mention the Sin which is moſt 


*tobe repented of? I uſe all rhis Preface becauſe I know 


'*that Guilt and Impenitency are touchy, and tender, 
© 2nd galled; and querulous, and fuch will beſtow the 


Frime in backbiting their Monitor, which they ſhould 


, *beſtow in lamenting their ſin, But ſha!l I therefore for- 


**bear, and betray their Souls, and betray the Land 
d 


; through 
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through cowardly Silence > Mult I-ſhew that I hats 
Profeſſours by not aJmoniſhing them, ( Lev. 1g, 14.) 
* when I muſt ſhew that I loverhe looſer ſort by m 
x ſharp reproofs ? Muſt I not fear them that can kill the 
x Body 2 and muſtI fear to diſpleale a profeſſed Chri. 
| tian, calling him to repentance ina time ot. Judge, 
ments ? 
© Read on now with theſe Memento's inyour eye : And 
" ifafter ſoplainaPremonition,you will venture to charge 
* mee with that which I diſclaime, do it at your own 
: peril, I ſtand or fall to the Judgement of God, and 
. look for a better reward then the H\pocrites, which is, 
To have the good Opinion of men, be they Proteſlaurs 
* of Piety, or Profane, And with me by Gods grace, 
k it ſhall hereaſter be accounted a ſmall Thing ( to the 
hindering of my Fidelity to Chriſt and mens ſouls) t» 
* be judged of men, 1 Cor.4.3. * 
s And it there ſhould be any Paftors of the Chur. 
* ches, who inſtead of concurring to heal the Flocks of 
* theſe dividing Principles, hall rather joyne with 
* Backbiters, and encourage them in their miſreports 
* and (handers,becauſe it tendeth to the ſuppoſed interelt 
* oftheir Party or themſelves, let them preparc to an- 
© (wer ſuch unfaithfulneſs to their Conſciences which will 
" ſhortly be awakned, and tothe great Shepherd of the 
* Flock whois/at the door, and who told even the De- 
* vills Agents, that 4 Houſe or K ingdom divide1 azin| 
it ſelf cannot ſtand, but is brought to nought, Matt, 12, 
( If alas, alas, experience hath not yet, not yer, not yet, 
: pe nory Y 
. done enough to teach them this,) 


Adyer- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Here are ſome paſſages ( particularly pay, 1 
T & 4.) will ri ning till the ke 
tr nform'd, that tn the firſt Edition the Auth 
Name ( for Reaſons beſt known to ſome , whil 
Judgment be highly values) was-conceal d, bu 
ow (by the ſame Advice) prefixt, 


= (6) ha 
AATERERLENTELNKEGREEESS 


TOLERATION 


Diſapprov'd and Condemn'd &c. 


Humbly preſented to the ſertous Conſrderation 
of all Diſſenting Partes, 


M) Brethren, | 
HE Lord Jeſus (who knows all our 
Hearts, and before whoſe great 'Tribu- 
nal both you and andI multone day ap- 
rare)is my witneſs; that the cheif deſ1gne of 
ny preſent undertaking, is the Peace and welfare 
of the Charch;the contumance of the Goſpel; and 
he eternal Salvation of pretious and unmortal 
ſmls, I do therefore much hope (chough we 
xeall naturally impatient of oppoſition ) chat 
jou will favourably recerve, and ſeriouſly confe- 
l theſe plaine (yet well meaning) lines; which 
ave no other patronage, then the charity of the 
luhor, and the candor and piety of thoſe perſons 
bwhom they aredirefted,  _ | 
"The ſolemnity of this Preface as it may raiſe 
jour expeCtations,ſo ic may poſſibly invite your 
B curioſity 


(z] 
rioſity to inquire; who, or what manner of perſon 
I am, that have taken the confidenceoof fo unpox- 
cant an Addreſs. 

And though the knowledge of my name 
would ſignifie little, (I being not fo conſiderable 
as that it ſhould add any weight to my perfox. 
mance) yer that I may in ſome ſort gratify ſuch 
obliging Readers (as I hope to find you) I fhul 
farther acquaint you;that(though I am not a per- 
ſon very ambitious to be known yet) upon ge- 
caſion, I ſhall either publickly own,and ymazage, 
or (if duely convinc'd)as publickly recant my pr 
ſent opinion; and (in ſhort } to lecure you, and A. 
pologize for my ſelfe, (ſince concealed namyg 
arcever ſuſpitious) I do ſolemnly protelt::., tha 
Tam no ſcofter at Religion; nor railer at true Pie- 
ty; that T ove an honeſt religious good man(tlut 
endeavours to fave his ſoul, and come to het 
ven) under- what « pare ſoever 1 find: bum; 
that I will-pitty, and (according to my poor 4 
biliey)rectity, but never make: ſport with his er- 


« 4dveriiſe- rours, and miſtakes: and hereimI doe readily ſubs 


ſcribe to the learned La Verulam,That to tune 
of Religion ntoa C omed y or Satyr, t ſearch , andy 
up wounds with a laughing countenance; to interm 
Scripture 
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[3] 
Scripture &e pagony ſometimes tn one ſentence,is a 
feng very far from the devout reverence ofa chriſtian, 
md ſcant beſeeminy the honeſt regard of a ſober man, 
Two principal canſir( faith this honourable perſon) 
hive 1 ever known of Athetſme; curtous Controver- 
ki,and prophane ſcoſſing, And no leſs do I admire þ. 
(what IThope you will grant I have endeavoured 
ptranſcribe) that incomparable ſaying of the ju- 


5 BS 


— 
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wumns written with diſdainful ſharpneſs of Wa, 
kat, if an irregular beat (which I will yet endea- 
wir to ſuppreſs) ſhould ſome little -diſplay it 
elſe; (it being very difficult to contend coldly, 
ad without AﬀeCtion, about things which we 
hlddear and pretious) and certainly the Peace 
ftheChurch' is eminently ſuch) it Paſſion, and 
kereſt,ſhould obtrude themſelves under theno- 
ton of Zeale (which God knows, is no leſs 
common then fatal miſtake in che management of 
air Controverſies xI do then humbly begof you, 
hat you would ſeriouſly conſider the following 
Words of the fore-cited good man; that, the man- 
ter of mens _—_ not altenate our —_— 

2 the 
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IE 


icious b Hooker, There will come a time when three » The pee: 
pords uttered with Chart 'y and meekneſs 4 (hall re- face to hiz 
ae @ far more bleſſed Reward, then three thouſand **#*- 


[4] 


_ the Truth, if it appear they have the Truth, 
Having now{as far as. tis judged convenient)given 
ou an account of the Author,twill in all likelj 
ood be next demanded ({ince this Subject hath 
been of late ſo fully, and as ſome think unanſwe. 
rably diſcuſt) what convincing Reaſons I hayeto 
trouble, either my Brethren to read, or my {elf 
to write , focommon, and (whilelt propoſall 
are on: foot) ſo unwelcome a diſcourſe. 
Really (my Brethren)did I nor fear,that ſuch 
frequent proteſtations might ſeem too affected; 
or that Conſcience and Reality, might be miſtaken 
for bumour and define; I would onee more all 
the ſearcher of all Hearts to witneſs; that Iam 
ſo far from a perſecuting ſpirit (the ſuall brad 
we beltow upon our Adverſaries) chat ſome 
Months {inceI had fo favourable an opinion of 
Indulgence, Conntvence , or Toleration, that Ilit- 
tle thought I ſhould now appear an obſtruCter d 
ſo much defy'd, and (as 1 then apprehended) b 
bleſſed a work, Rig 
I am confident you are 'very forward to know 
che Reafon of ſo - ſudden , and unexpected 1 
change; tis. therefore (omiting all farther pre- 
facing) un ſhort thus, ' 
Brin 
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[$] 
Being deficous to informe my ſelfe in the Na- 
ure and extent of Toleration, which I obſery'd (in 
ſuch variety of methods , by ſuch different Par- 
tes) ſo zealouſly promoted; (and that under no 
leſs titles then Liberty of conſctence; the great 
Imereſt of all Kingdomes, and States, and par- 
ticularly of England) in order to a more full 
atisfaCtion (not omitting my hearty Prayers to 
the Father of Lhts, from whom cometh every 
wud and perfetZ gift, and who hath promiſed to 
ave Wildome, Counſel, and direfton to him that 
aketh) I procur'd, and peruſ'd, ſome of the moſt 
conſiderable Tratzs and Pamphlets (pro and con ) 
that have handled this Subject: and I mult nge- 
muſly confeſs (though I was not perfectly con- 
mcdyet) I did ar firlt very much favour 
(whom I do yet no leſs pitty) the diſſenting Par- 
y: and really it ſeem'd fo plauſible (ſince every 
manmuſt anſwer for his own works) that every 
man ſhould have the Liberty of his own opinion; 
and the name of Conſctence is ſo ſacred; that I 
ducſt not but make a pauſe, before I had paſs'd 
2 judgement upon ſuch honelt pretences. * And 
(to make you my Confeſlors) 1 was no little 


efefted with ſome reſentments of a late ingeni- 
B 3 ous' 


[6] 
_—— his words are __ 

c Propoſ: for ere are a company of People about us tn the 

Ay "c ountry of iſs + Mea » who meet (ome. 

Ringo times many hundreds together , that our Juſtices 

7 _ 
have been tn perplextty what to do. The moſt of them 
(for ought I perceive] are certainly inoffenſeve perſons, 
and they have neally no more againſt them, then Pli. 
ly agatnſt the Chriſtians of 6ld, when be ſent to Tra- 
Jan about them, that ts , only that they meet , and 
Preach and "Pray together : and if that excellen 
Prince was aſhamed after this report he gave him, 
them m bis Epiſtle, to have thoſe good men fed 
out any more unts uniſhment, I cannot but favour 
, ther inclinations, which are averſe from the like In- 

quifution, 1 profeſſe to God it is ſuch an ungentleman 
like thing (me thinks} ts trouble ones Nethvours, tha 
I ſhould be glad to rid nod:ſt men o 3 


f at worke, [t 
were better all theſe As ſuffered at once a due and 
Chriſtian regulation, than we ſhould be ftull put upm, 
this untoward dragging innocent Folk's thus to Priſat 
for doing nothing in earneſt, but endeavouring to ſav 
thetr ſouls, In 6 name of God take you your Pſal- 
ter, and let them ſay their Prayers as they will, 
This, together with ſome other refAleCtions 


drawne from the great Love of Chriſt tow 
{which 
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(7] 
which therefore by way of gratitude wee are to 
ekwowledge by ſuitable 48s of love, pity, and 
udulgence £0.0ur poore Brethren) did very much 
we me; The words of my Author are theſe, 

There 1s a perſon I hope you would do a kindneſſe 
fr with all your heart, and you have Reaſon, it ts 
far your dear Lord that bought you, and there ts no- 
lagi the world you can do( I am perſwaded) that he 

| take ſo kindly from you at this time » AS to be 
quful to his Servants, who are arftreſſed about your 
4fts tn point of Conſcience, and who the more deſpi- 
ſulthey are, and hike unto thetr Lord, the fitter Sub- 
1&8 they are for your compaſſion, And alittle after-- 
you had no need of mercy from Godt were tolera- 
then for you to be extreame towards others, 

I hope this candid confeſſhon of my weak- 
le (1f yet it be a weakeneſlſe to acknow- 
kdpe my errours) ſhall not fo far prejudice.my 
Reader, as to hinder his acceptance of my fol- 
owing Reaſons, if it appear that they are really 
ch (z, e.) rational and Convincing, 'T'o giue you 
terefore my Thoughts. in order,my firlt-refle- 
(tion was this; 

+ Fhat though this Toleration, whillt conſidered 
athenotion,and as it were inthe Idea, do carry 
| with 


P. 12* 


[8] 
with it a great deal of outward glory and luſtre; 
filling the hearts of men with expeCtations of 
much happineſls toenſue, (and rio wonder if it 
be therefore entertam'd with generall applauſe 
eſpeci ly ofthe Vulgar ſort )yet when we come 
ad prafticandum; to conſider how this notion may 
belt be made prafticalland put in execution, wee 
ſhall then meet with ſuch impediments, andin. 
conveniences, asſhall render the performance(tg 
ſay no worſe) very far ſhort of promiſe, and ex. 
pectation, And for my owne part (ſubmitting 
[till to better judgements) I do find it fo anix- 
tellioible and unpratticable, that however it is pre- 
ws (and that very highly) by others, yet in 
my apprehenſion (and indeed the proceſle of the 
World ſheweth no leſle)'tis only a Thing for weaky 
Parttes to talke on. 
For, (to remind you onely of what others 
have more fully dif cuſs'd)if a Toleration muſthe 
admitted , then either Univerſall and unlimited, 
(ſuch as may comprehend even the Papiſts chem- 
lelves) or elſe Particular, (, e,) limited to fome 
peculiar Perſons or Parties, = 
As to the firlt, 'ris ſo perfe&tly wild and ex. þ 
cravagant, that (in the judgement of all ſober Þþ 
| Prote- 
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[ 9] 
Proteſtants) it rather deſerves an exploſive ſcorn 
then a ſerious Confutation, 

For the ſecond, viz: a particular and limited n 
mleſs ( which feems the likelieſt way tobring 
the work to ſome Iſſue ) the diſſenting Parties 
(who are many andof different perſwaſions ) 
yoald clearly and diſtmE&ly acquame the world 
in ſome publick Writing unanimouſly own'd 
xv they are that ſhall be indulged , and upon 
wat conditions, we are yet never the nearer. 

They give us indeed (by way of Refolution) 
bme generall expreſſions : but theſe then are of 
b doubtfull, (T had almolt ſaid marr m- 
xrpretation; that I appeal toany rational man 
prejudice and intereſt lay'd aſide) whether 
ich uncertainty's can- be laid as a ſufficient 


fundation, on which to raiſe ſo conſiderable a 
nfure as the Peace of the Church, and Pro- 


ſettled tnits due Latitude, and yet never ac- 
maine us what we are to under{tand 
tude, what 15 the full extent, and meaning of 
eWord: whilſt: they = oſe ; that the Parttes 
mprehended in their eſta lidomen ſtall be of rmpor- 
" C | 


fance 


ne ity of the Nation, Diſc. of | 
For whilſt they tell us of Reformed Religion to =_ Title 


by this due 


Par.1 þ« 18. 


[10] 
tance in the Publicke Intereſt, and of Principles con« | ; 
" gruous toſuch ſtated Order i the Church, as the ſia. || 
bility of the Commonwealth requires : and yet never | i 
inform us what theſe :mportant Intereſts, and cox. þf 6 
grnous Principles are; what other 1s it,but totri. } þ 
fle us with Ambigutttes and Amuſements? to trou. | x 
ble both heb and others, in thus fiercely  { 
contending for a Toleration, in no body know ff d 

et 
a 
Wil 


What , and to be granted to no body know 
Whom? 

' Thavegiven you areflection,which if duel 
improv'd by ſome happier Pen, might poſlibly I rea 
appeare of more difficule reſolution, then your Y , 
preſent Sentiments ( occaſion'd by the mear- mo 
neſs of its delivery) may invite you to appre- Eto 


However, Iam ſure (as to mee) it hath bem pref 
of ſufficient moment to reviſe my former Yu, 
Thoughts ; and to ſhew leſle aye to jar Me 
preſent Toleration, towards which I have 
{very lately } more warmly affected, coull 

But (to come yet cloſer tomy intendmen)} N 
that which did more fully (and if I miſtake notfuru; 
unanſwerably ) convince me , was the perſon þ 
fall of ſeverall Sexmons preached by ſomealſitto y 


C2 
eur late emment Divanes (before the two Houſes 
o Parliament) on folenn occaſions. For I mult 
| nocomit to tell you, that baving heard thoſe Diſ- 
Þ| courſes much'commended (as being delivered 
. | by fach famous Preachers, before ſuch as were 
ſo wiſe and judicious Auditors as the 
1015 and Commons, and therefore without doubt 
s dd contain fomewhar extraordinary) I procu- 
s | da good number of them (about an hundred) 
md as my other occaſions would permit (not 
without Much expectation) ſet my {elfe to the 
rading of them, | 

And indeed (that I may be faithfull co the me- 
nory af thoſe Perſons) I muſt acknowledge both 
& i you and che world, I received no bad return of 
ny labours;for I found (which is chiefely to my 
reſent purpoſe to obſerve ) this point of Tole- 
tion ſo excellently, and fully diſcuſſed ( chough 
#ter only and as 1t were by the by) thatno tract 
x inſltuto (and there are ſome very ingenious) 
wuld ever afford me the like fſatisfaCtion, 

«| Now that this may not be gratis & precario 
tlium; I ſhall very faithfully lay down their 
In Reaſons in their own words; and then leave 
eto you and all men to conſider; whether it be 
out C 2 not 


'(12] 
not ( morally atleaſt ) impoſhble; that fo many 
excellently learned, and emment Divines, ſhoud 
ſo frequently, (and that with ſuch vehemencyof 
zeale ) oppoſe the very Name of Toleration (and 
which is yet more obſervable, that thoſe y 
Sermons m which theſe inveEives are contained, 
ſhould not only receive the Thanks of the two 
Houſes, but by their eſpeciall order, be likewiſe 
made Publick ) were there not ſome ſecret Dar- 
yer in the Thing, which either the Intereſt, or Se- 
eurity of the preſent Age, will not now ſuffer usto 
apprehend? 


—_— 


T ſpeak as unto Wiſe me; Tudee ye 
what I ſay. : 


— 


TIER en—_——_—_ a 


— 1 nm IANS OOIm%#Ss. I oe —— cc _,_—.—c w---<———_.>— 4 m— ; - 


———— » IP ——_— + ——_——_ 


Dr, Cornelivs Burgeſſe. 
Mr, 7obn Ward, 
Mr, Willam Good, 
Mr, Thomas Thorowgood. 
Mr, Humphrey Hrdoick 
Mr, Arthur Salwey. 
Mr, William Reyner, 
Mr, Thomas Caſe. 
Mr, Job Liybtfoot, 
Mr. Thomas Watſon, 
Mr. George Hagbes, 
Mr, Edmund Calamy. 
Mr, Richard Baxter, 
Mr, Thomas Horton, 
Mr. Lazarus Seaman. 
Mr, Matthew Newcomen, 
Mr, Richard Vines, 
Mr, Simeon Aſh, 
Mr. James Cranford. 
Mr. Thomas Eawards, 


Cu jus aures clauſe veritati ſunt, ut ab amico 
verum audire nequeat , hujus ſalus deſperantaF! 


eſt, Cic, Rhet, {, 1, 
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The Teſtimonies of the fore-mentioned 
Drvines againſt Toleration, 


* HY [ve me leave, I beſeech yol,, to ſpeak freely to - Pe Cori, 
(2 you; I will do it humbly too. Hal, 
Ar your firſt fitting down, you expreſſed |p, houſe of 
*many brave and noble reſolutions, of giving Gods buſi- Commons 
neſs the Peng of all other your Afﬀairs: and your Novemb. 5. 
'deginnings promiſed much, Howbeit , I know not how oo 
*it comes to pals, but ſo it is,that Gods work lies yet un» pro rb 
done,” Matters of Re1:g10n lie a bleeding, all Gverns yer 24ith of 
* nent and Diſcipline of the Church is laid in her Grave, the Crane 
"and all |< gory vermine of bold Schiſmaticks and in St. Pauls 
"tantick SeAaries glory in her aſhes., making her fall, Church- 
'their own rifing to mount our Pulpirs, to offer ſtrange /®74+ 1641- 
're, to expell the graveſt, ableſt, and moſt eminent Mi- 

'niſters in the Kingdome; ('if not out of their Pulpits 

'yet) out of the hearts of their People, as a company of 

'weak men , formaliſts , time-ſervers, no Miniſters of 

Chriſt, but Limbs of Antichriſt, having no calling ex- 

"cept from the Devill z and to forfake our Afſemblies as 
'Babyloniſh and Antichriſtian ; fo as in ſhort time the 

"will not leave us the face of a Church, And yer No 

" Courſe i taken to ſuppreſs their fury & to reduce them to Or- 
*dr,which (as things now ſtand) will never be\till you put 

Jour hands to the Cure. > I beſeech you therefore, inthe þ p, 63, 
"Name of that great God , whom you ſerve , and who 

"hath hitherto. bleſt you, and for the Peace and proſpe- 

titie of this Church and Kingdame , to reſume and 

#:: iy © purſue 


(16 ] 


* purſue yourfirſt thoughts of ſetting up Go4 and his ge: 

a P.c © dinances , as becomes you in a regular way -«-» a That 
© © ,ur Churchand the Governmentthereof may be no lon. 
© ger laid waſte , and expoſed to Confuſion, under the 

* plauſible pretence of Not forceing mens Conſciences, Ty 

© out all men into a courſe of Orderand Vniformity in 

Gods way, is not to force the Conſcience , but to ſeru 

© God in his due place, and to bring all his people intothe 

BSerm:befor * pathof riohteouſneſſe and lite. 

the Com- , b*© Be there none of you that foreſee the fatal milchiek 
mons at a © of leaving all men to their liberties in the things of God 
publick Faſt * 2nd yer want hearts to uſe your Skill and intereſt to 
_—_ 39 © ,nake haſt to ſertle matters of Religion , leaſt you come 
1042 F-35+< 1,0 late with a Remedy when the diſcale is growne in 
© curable , and the Kingdome | to thar paſſe ( 

© the grave Hiſtorian noted of old Reme)that it can neither 

eP.gs, _ beare the malady,nor endure the Cure. c Do you not ſer 
© or hear dayly ofthe diſorders,ſeQs, rents, and Schilmes 

* that every whete bud forth already, and threaten all Or. 

© der, Unitie , and Goverment. Give the water but 4 

Y paſſage without ſpeedy making up the Banks, and you 

© know how ſoon whole Seas will breake in upon us, add 
© render all irrecoverable and incurable, Tf one diffculy 
© occur to day, it will be doubled, yea multiplied w 
© morrow. There is no Hydra ſo fertil of heads, as Em 

© 3nd ſchiſme grown to ſome ſtrength and maturity, It wil 
d cerm: be. © aske you but @ ſbort time of Connrvence, afternards ther 
fore the * well be no curbing nor ſhameiyg of it. Nothing is ſo cov 


{ 
c 
i 


by, , 
Commons *© fident as ignorance, impudent” as falſhood, and catching 


at « publick© 1c Errour. Þ 
Faſt April. :< Take heed of thoſe ſpirits of Errour, who with faire 


= on ({feciouſe, pargetted, glozeing words) ſecke- rol 


fn) 
tmerchandize of you, beguiling unſtable ſoules. Beware 
of thoſe compliances with, and indulgences to all forts of 
Seas and Schiſmes now pleaded for, 'both by word and 
riting, as it were part of Chrifts Legacy , and his 
Peoples Liberty to be of what Religion they will, to be 
tlerated in any opinions never ſo erroneous and perni- 
tious (untill furcher light:) that ir is the Magiſtrates, du- 
ry to proteRt them in that liberty; and that the contrary 
* cls is to perſecute Chriſt. 

*Hath God inſerted this as one maine branch of his 
'Grand coverant with his People under the Goſpell; I 
"pill grove them one heart and one way that they may fear me 
"for eve , * that is , that they may all call upon the name fer. 32.39. 
'f the Lord to ſerve him with one conſent >. Teph; 3.9. 
'Did Chriſt aſcend wp 07 high and gre gifts wnto men , and 
ve ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, and ſome Ewangelifts, 
ad ſome Paſtors and Teachers , for the perfeRing of the 
Saints, for the werk of the Miniſtry , for the edifying of the 

of Chriſt , *till we all come , «c mW binura # wicnar, into 
"the unity of the Faith; and , is it Perſecution , and Anti- 
'riftianiſme to engage all to YVaity afid YVnriformit)> 

Doth Paul bid the Philippians to beware of the Conciſi- 
n? Philippians 3. 2, Doth. he beſeech the Romans 
 marke thoſe which cauſe Diviſions and Offences 
antrary to the doirine which they had learned , and to a) And yet 
quid thems and that upon this ground, that they who '* Autbor | 
ve ſuch, ſerwe. not the Lord leſus but their own bellies, CI of 
Wnwever hy good words and fair ſpeeches they decerve wy ph {ol 
the hearts of the ſimple? Rom: 16. 17, Doth he jhat thy 
miting to the Galatians wiſh, 1 nould they were even Text is lit 
ar off that trouble you , « Gal : 5. 12, And 'is it ſuch an tle to the 
ainous offence now, for ot faichfull Servants of Chriſt, P!7Peſe- 


"to 
} 
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"to adviſe you tothe ſame courſe? O Heavens? be afty 

niſhed ar this; and bluſh for the ignorance of ſome, ay 

* impudence of others, that dare ſo boldly prefſe forty 

* a Toleration, which none but vaine deſtruRive thoughts of 

' carnall men can look upon, without indignation and hor. 
ror, 

* Beware how you hearken to theſe Empiricks and $. 
 rens, who ſeeke to charme the world into a deep fleepe, 
by preſenting their confidence of a neceffity of comph. 
* ing with all ſorts of SeQtaries , yea of truſting the Sword 
" in their hands, and to defer the ſercling of mattersofRe. 
* ligion' during the war, for feare of looſing the Gadj 
" Party (as too-many proudly tile themſelves, by way of 
* difference from all that are not of their opinions and 
* ways) what is this but to teach God a new forme of 
* Politicks, to proclaime, that it is not alwaies ſafety 

b The .Au- | hold outthe trugh ofthe Goſpel', and to command al 
thor of Lib, * men to embrace it, but much fafer to halt berweentwy 
of Conſ. Þ. * opinions? Beljke Joſish went beyond his bounds, when 
_—_— a" wr himſelfe had ſworn a folemne Covenant to the Lord 
a ay he made all J#dah and Benjamin to ſtand to it, and 
be tells as © made all that were preſent in Iſracl to ſerve the Lord 
' that What © their God. 2 Chron: 34. 32, 33, and Aſs much more, 
was doneby * when he drew all the _ into a Covenant, That 
_ ng * whol1"ever would not ſeek the Lord God of Iſrael, 
[++ > ng ſhould be put to death, whether ſmall or great , man 
not be rea Or woman 2 Chron, 15, 13. Þ But the ample andtra 
c . . SV 
ſonably ſcendent Com mendations which the Lord _ unto 
made a rule © theſe pious Kings, eſpecially in reference to theit ince- 


to Magi- © rity, and zeale in reforming and ſettling of Religion inone FF 
firats now < 77,;-,,7e way, may ſuificichtly warrant and encourage al 


Goſell © Religious Magiſtrates , to take care that all under their Y'th 
| | | j« Govern: 


Fd 
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uy 
ad F'this being not a Tyranny over men , but the Priviledge 
ſuc Y*of the Goſpel , Beware yet art laſt of that thought, 
s of W'that it is 70t yet tiwe to build the Lords houſe, Judah paid | 
hor. *for this , as I have heretofore ſhewed you at large, on 
'Palm : 76. 10. and in my former Sermon on this Text, 
$y- and therefore ſhall ſpare my ſelfe and you, the paines of 
epe, arging at che preſent, Settle this in your hearts; Gods 
{ 
3 


(Government, ſhould all ſerve theLord with one ſboulder;, 


| the true Worſhip and Diſcipline of Chriſt , ſet 
bY iy and. eftabliſbed in = V niforme —_ never So 
Re» hd ay N ation or State (where it had free paſſage) in 
dy the aft degree, but hath ever been their ſafety , happi- 
y of a , 4nd honour, It is Errour (how much ſoever crys 
and I'd up) pot truth, (how much ſoever cryed downe and , ,,, Fob 
» of F'taſphemed) that makes and foments rents and faQtions. zyard of 
eto WY 4* Honourable and belowed,yet another word of Exhorta« Ipſwich in 
| al tion to judge for God, and as God judgeth, 1. for God, bis Serm: 


"a Kingdome ; the care whereof muſt be upon you, as 
well as upon us;his Church,his Kingdome, his City , 


joy their juſt priviledges , and Liberties , where- 
"with Chrift hath made them free : net ſuch Iicentiouſe- 
ja as is abus'd for a Cloake of Nauzhtineſſe, Ye muſt 
'keto order and Unity amongſt them, that there be no 


'braven an4 gave gifts to men, ſome Apoſtles , &c: thar 
'*re might all meet in the Vaitie of faith 5 and hath 
"divers times, and after ſundry manners, given that very 
:ing in charge to his miniſters , would not have the 

. D 23-7 Magiſtrates 
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'Thete are matters of God, as well-as matters of the King *fore the 


Commons 
March 26 
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'\ishouſe, his People, his Spouſe,his Children,his body, x0" prin- 
'easnurfing Fathers, muſt tender the good and welfare ted for C. 
ofthem, that they _ find harbour and proteQtion, Veredith. 


1643» 


"tents and ſchiſmes; ſurely our Saviour that aſcended into | 


&P-50 


* Magiſtrate left at large from providing , and endeavonr: 
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ing, that ſpeaking or following the truth in love, we may gw 
C . . _ . . _ N 
; op, making increaſe ' by edifying our ſelves and one anather in. 
- Loy yo 


©Yemult doe that, which we are to pray, that H doe 
© viz, Take a Courſe that Chreftians may live in a Peace. 
© ble and quiet life in Godlineſſe and honeſty, not mfirife 
© and contention, 
© There is ---- His Name,it may not be blaſphemed, 
© diſhonoured, His Day, it muſt be ſanRifted. 
© His Goſpell. Ye have Authority, and itis your d 
* to provide that it beduely pregc ed. a That it betruly 
© taught: not blended, adulterared,) made another Goſpel 
His 1Worſbip; it muſt not be corrupted by Idolatry, ſu- 
©rerſtitious | Innovations, leſt God be worſhipped in vaine 
* while they teach for DoArines the Commandments of 
*men. His Mzziftrie, it ought to be purged, planted, 
© lights ſer np in eyery bowle of the Candleſtick, encou- 
: raged , maintaſned, and abetted in the work of the 
*Lord, 

His Sacraments, itis your honour as your duty tolee 
© that they be kept pure inthe celebration and miniſtration, 
© of them, There is a bookecaſe for ir. Num. 9. 7: 
© there were certaine men &c: bur if this. be not full, the 
© Prefidents. '2 Chron: ch: 15.ch:30. and ch: 35 wil 
*rule the Caſe for the Civill Magiſtrate, and make out 
* this : That where the Doarine and Diſcipline ofthe 
* Church doth not, or cannot prevatle , the Magiſtrate 
© muſt interpoſe his Coercive Power for reftraint and re- 
* medy —-- in a word: God hath many things amongſtys 
* that muſt be proteed and maintain d; and the marter 
* of God have many adverlarics which. muſt be wake 
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and ſuppreſſed; for ye bear not the ſword in vain , ye 

tire Gods Miniſters attending continually upon this ery 

thing, Magiſtrates and Miniſters have ( as ye ſee ) one 
common ſtyle of Officey that ye in your place,and we in 

'ur FunRian and Order, ſhould mind+and promoye the 
things of God, ye by the Sword,and we by the Wordzyou 

'xre keepers of both Tables, the firſt and great command- 
©ment,as well as the ſecond that is like -unto. it," both 

ome ſometimes as occaſion is under your cognizance, If Loy 'F 
#And ye Know what a brand ſticks to this day upon Gallio ,,,e the 

* (though an Heathen Magiſtrate) that he cared not for 4uth;of the 
*the matters of the Law and Worſhip according to the Prop. for 
'Law when queſtion was brought; no, though there were King and 
finfurreRions- and tumultes uporr that occaſion :' and for */1g4ome 
(Gamaliels counſell, Refrain from theſe men and let them _ ed more 
F IP | . Zeale then 
done : for. if this counſell or this work , be of men, it knowledge 

* pill come to naught ; but if it be of God, ye cannot overs when ba. 
"throw it, leſt_- happly ye be found even to fight againſt Ving mentis 
*God 6 though it be found within the Bible, .ycr it is not 91ed the 
of like Authoriry with one of Solomons proverbs or Counſel! of 
*maximes of Policy : it hath no otherwiſe the approba- Cu 
"tion of God for good, then the deſigne of Pharaoh, or "a2 
*the crafty counſalſ'of Achitophel which are alſo recorded the [org I 
*in the ſcripture : it will not conſiſt with other rules of the the grear 
*word , and hath been condemned as unſound , and Miniſters of 
"unlate by many godly and wiſe men; we have more ſure 997 fate 
"words of ſcripture out of which we draw the docrineof would be 


the any owe: and duty in the matters of God has 
*and Religion, then the looſe ſpcech ot fuch a Neutraliſt men then 


and time lervirig Politician as Gamaliel was.Goon therc- Gamelict 
fore, I beſeech you as you began; take us the little foxes P. 36. 
43 well as the ravening wolves, 6Theſe be they who ſepe- © Þ+ 26, 


* rate 
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© rate themſelves , ſenſual not hawing the ſpirit, Th 
© Boaſt indeed (much) of the ſpirit , but they manife 
© dothe works of the fleſh. Thcy plead for Iiberty,but 
*is licentiouſnefle, Liberty of C -aſviencs they term it, but 
© itis Liberty of prafiſe , that every man may do what ig 
* good and right in his own eyes, They pretend to nothing 
* but Piety 'and Godlineſſe, and ſeem as if they would he 
* content if they might but have 4 bare ſubſiſtence in the 
© profeſſion of it, So did the Jeſuites to learning, when they 
: Ef appeared upon the Stage, but when they had once 
© infinuated themſelves into the yy. Opinion of Princes 
* and States , how well they anſwered the expeRations, 
* and requited the kindneſſe of thoſe whoYurſed them up 
* all the Chriſtian wotld ſees arid feels to their coſt ar this 
* day. They aske But Connivence and Toleration, bur ifthey 
* once meet in a confluence, and find themlelyes ſirong 
enough to run in a ſtreame;ler but a damme be Pircht 
* down toreſttaine or oppoſe their madnefle, or menfol 
* low not on, to indulge and gratify theit humour, it would 
* ſoon appeare,whether or no they would rage 8 ſwell & 
© get over,or bear down afore them all thatſ}-ould ſtand 
; their way. They did ſeem a while to cry up the Oderot 
© Parliaments and of the Civil Magiſtrate, and have thc 
* perſons in admiration, but meerly for advantage, that 6 
* they may get above all Eccleſiaſtical! or nag / when 
* they are once up totheir height, what uy will do with 
* the Ladder, they hopeto Nimbe and aſcend by, isnat 
© hasd to conjeure, They reckon themſelves the VVheat in 
*the field, and when once they are ripe, they will cafily 


* ceived their growth. Ye have heard of the fable of the 
A : Snake and the Countryman that brought it unto a 


dd 


* be content to have all that threſhed of, by which they re- 
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{ſhall not need to apply it. Alreagy they begin to re- 
imoye the old land markes and __ ar bounds 
they deny their claime up to an-high water marke , and 
tmake their bankes, and incloſe for themfelves to the ve- 
ty channel fide. But whether it be holden fit or ſealona- 
tl that theſe Libertines be decried, for my part, I cannot 
txerdiſcover by any acti vencſle to ſupprefſe them:onely 
"ſeeing the evil and foreſeeing the mi iefe.I have givcn 
he warning; that at leaſt I may delivermine own ke: 
' [pray God the remedy be not deferred till it be too late 
'ud ye be driven to play an after-game to an extreame 
'huzard and diſadvantage. a Mr. Will- 
a©I doubt not but your Souls abhor that bloody Te- .m Good 
'net tothe ſoales of men, That jt is the duty of the Mi- Serm:before 
ikeare to Tolerate all Religions» You have carried out the Comm: 


the Dult behind the door, and this Opinion will bring all March 26. * 


'hemire inthe ſtreets into the houle' of God againe. J*+?} prins 
'Canbſes had a luſt to marry his filter, and his Counlel- 45,6. 
(ers told him,there was no law whereby to doit: But with Meredith 
all they rold him,there was a law that the Kings of- Perſia 1645. 
'might do what they liſt,and by this he might marry his P. 36. 
(Siſter. VVhat is it thar ſhall be unlawtull, if this be law- 

*ull for every maa to make a Law and Religion for hi m 

"lelfe? | 


*Put ſome ſtop by your Authority to the growth of 
*Errours, that are deſtruQive,to the power of Godlineſſe 
"and let not this ſuſpend your ſantion, becauſe ſomerhar? 


'broach them pretend to Godlineſſe; an enemy the more 


D-like he is to a freind the more dangerous. 


*a The third uſe of Cunfutation; itis of -the Remon- 
| | © ſtrants 
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M. Thomas <«trants, *Arminians & Socinians, who endeavour from ni 


Thorowgood © Text to get countenance for that Babyloniſh Errour, the 
Serm: be- © allowance of all opinions, as if boca che. Apoſtle ſaig 
- ihe let yout moderation be known unto all men, therefore 

ommons at « . 4 . , 
« ſolemn all mens conceits mu bee born with in Relþ 
faft Dec.25. , gion, and every one ſuffered in whar he ſuppoſcrh tobe 
1644 . truth, Iris a cunning and couſening deviſe, that trikes 
his Text _ in with corrupt nature; bur becaule it offers violencety 
Phil.4. v.5. my Text 4 cannot be true to ir, or you, if ſome. 
$ryourm?” © what be not added. by way of vindication ; and it 

ation be c , k a i au 

knw unto (all be in theſe fix particulars, Firſt is it probable 
all mu _ that our Apoſtle: who ellwhere almoſt every where is 
Lend prin» fo zcalous for Vnity againſt Schiſpes, ſhould in ary for 
zed for Ebr. © Thlerate them, and ſo volun tarily open a wide doore for 
Meredith « arviſion? in this very Epiſtle he writes for Peace "even 


1665-? '.p; paſſionatcly but with with mighty power Phil. 2, 1. 2, 
Gentleman : If there be "any conſolation in Chriſt , if any comfen 


5s miſtaken, ©of Love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit , if any bonell 
I alpaies * and meriies , fullfillye my joy, that ye be like-minded, 
thought Re- © þ, ing the ſame Love, being of one acrord | and of at 
pay $3 och * mind, And in the next Chap. 3. 16. ---» Let at nalth 
niews bag - theſame Rule , let ws mind the ſame thing : expreſſion 
been the © different from all licentious Tolerations. The lame A. 
ſame. " poſtle abounds in ſerious Dehortations from Schilmes 
* and difſentions, Rom. 13,12. 16, 17, and 45 carnal. 

© x Cor. 3. 3. and inother places, Ard he doth very of- 

* ren exhort with carneft words and arguments , not only 

© that webe like-minded, Rom: 15. 6. Phil, 2.2. andot 

© one mind, 2 Cor, 13, 12. but of the ſame mind, 1 Cor,to, 

© x0. jowed, yea-joynted together in the ſame mind , and 

© in the ſame judgement : And js here the leaſt approbati- 

« onof that multiplying. D6Arine? Neither will SY 

I  cule, 


[25] 
«ſe, ſo long as they all breath Chriſt , tend to the ad- 
tncement of Chriſt, it matters not: but let $, Paul an- 
(wer this ObjeRion is Chriſt divided? x Cor: 1. 
13. Confider itwell,and ſeaſon your Conſideration with 
tha ofour Maſter Chriſt himſelte, Mar.9.5 0. Have ſalt 
ip your ſelves, and have Peace one with another : If we 
tgere preſerved by humility from the corruptions of ſelf 
{opinion ,. it would be no hard matter to embrace uni- 


Lecondly, ſuch allowance would prove 'deſtruttive to 
lineſs both Perſonall and Domeſticalil; Omnu Religis 
'F nulla Religio, would ſoon be the ſame : Suppoſe 
'he Hurbazd of one Opinion, the VVife of another, the 
"Children, (it may be) of one or two other , and the Ser. 
"rants of as many more; whar ſhall the Mafeer of the 
'touſe do here? how perform the Family duties? diver- 
'fry of Opinions , like ſo mary hatches interrupring their 
prayers , 1 Pet.3.7, chopping all devotion and piety in 
"pieces "As the Duke of F: ittenberge was wont to lay, 
'New Garments introduce new manners , new manners 
'ring in new men,and new men thruſt our the old;ſo new 
"Opinions ſuffertd will devout the old; and the Toleration 
'ofevery Religion will deſtroy all Religion,and in conclu- 
"fon leave no Religion ar all, 

Thirdly, this Liberty is inconſiſtent with civil tranquility; 
the bleeding condition of our own nation at preſent is a 


'Iving, almoſt a dying witneſle of this; and if that one Re- 


ligion of Popery, {o tolerated as it was, hath brought in 


"upon us ſo many deſtruions; what will that multiplica- 
"tion do, bur haſten deſolation without recovery? for eve- 
'ry part would endeavour to ſupporr it ſelfe,to the pre- 
*judiceof the reſt, et dum - Religrone _ eſt Regio, 
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[26 ] 
220 JR ae ce4lo terra amiſ] 4s as it was (aid long ſince; 
- © Fourthly the late By 
© berty to Fr 
© [eration of Popery in that —_— was propoſed & 
* ſaid, Togive the Papiſts a 
” © and will make us acceſſary to all their Abominations and 
$ the perdition of all ſeduced ſoules. | 
» ) Defence © Fiftly this maybe currant DoQrine amongſt the Turk 
of Prop. p. © 28d athe grand Seigntor rold his Mufti, that is, his chic 
20 bighly * Prieſt, As agardenis beantified with variety of of flower 
commends * {o his Empire would be adorned with diverſities ofe. 
this judge * liojon, Let ſuch Toleration find allowance in the Turk 
/ment of the © p,radife, it ſhall never, I truſt, be planted in the Pars 
wiſe Empe- © diſe of God J 
rour Soly, &RcO . : 
man, and is © Sixthly Wee have undertaken all in. the Nation 
forry that © Covenant, the eſtabliſhment of U»:formzty, and haw ar 
bis Adver- © that ſtand with this Ommiformity indeed Nulliformiy, | 
gs of a- © underſtand not: it was a prodigtonſe thing in the-dayesof 
keg PM < Jeremiah the Prophet, Jer. 2. 28. according to the Num- 
; © ber of thy Cities are thy Gods, O Judah : here would 
©foon appear another kind of multiplying and increaſe; 
* bur though this fancy be never ſo plauſible, Divine pro- 
bM.Humph, © vidence harh (hut. it out of our catape by our Covenant, 
Hardwick , © A thing pleaſing to God and profitable to the King. 
Ser. before © domes , by which there is and through Gods bleſſing 
the Comm: © may be the moſt famous blow given tothe whore of By 
Fun: 26. © bylon, and her Baſtard Impes fn ever yet was : nowto 
—_ _ *havethisſticke ataong us or laid afide , whilſt Malig: 
= n Pc. <nants aid 'Sectaries live in our Bolome bleſſing, and in 
Meredith © Cret applauding' themſelves, that they haye neither taken 
1645. this nor-any of your on es" is our cale, 
P. 43 *and I appealto-wiler Judgements , whether this may 
, box 


ops of Ireland may put this 1;, 
nce and ſhames for when not long ſince a 7. 


oleration is a grievaus fy, 
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(2 
wt be the way to leſſen the honour and Authori ty of the 
 Witigh courtof-Parliament, s Conſider I beſeech you (Wor- , yy, 
Li, h Chriſtians) that the vowes of God are upon you, you Selwey ag 
have abjured Neutralitie in your late Solemne Coon. fore the 
ix be it from any of you to glory in luke warm indif- Com:Ottob. 
frency, as if it were a picce of fingular Policy, You have 25+ es, 
aith your Tongues renounced this Neutrality as deteſta- } « M4 = for 
tle, Follow the Lord in promoting a National Reforma- of Mere« 
ton, You have an admirable Parterne the zealous Pro- dith. 1644 
bjah, I wiſh from my ſoule that a double portion | 
Wil his ſpirit may be given unto you , that you may a& 
"Winhis power and ſpirit, Eljah oppos'd Idolatry and 
ſeeiony ſodo ye: down with Baals Altars, down with 
}Bals Prieſts; do not (I beſeech you) conſent unto a To- Be Che Y 
nation of Baals Worſhip in this Kingdome upon any —_ nc 
+ , - ps,Deans, 
licicke conſideration whatſoever ----- Give me leave Chaprers, 
pbe your humble Remembrancer, The mouths of your &c. 
Weetcs are opened againſt you; the hearts of your 
wheinds are griev'd, that ſo many c Delinquents are inc Honef 
ion , and yer but very few of them brought to their Koyaliſts. 
d Yecanrot preach, nor pray e them down direR- # M.Willis 


ale; hand immediately -=-- well, that which the Word can- on. = mw 
PO Wat do, the $ord (hall; that which the water cannot'com. Aug. 
wh out the fire will burn out; unto this particular the 28. 1644 
: Wipoltle applics this very f Text in part, namely concern- Lond. 
fling ig the ſhakeing of the heavens 8&c: an Earthquake (as ?rinred for 
have heard) was appointed to ſhake down the Ce- yr _ 
"ſi tmoniall ordinances; now if this were neceflary for the $4 *r 
#5 Fdolition of that divine Worſhip which had ſometimes 2©r,0urs 
wo en by Gods own holy Inſtitucion, how much more & Herſg, 
uG hall that which hath beene of human Invention (yea the f Hogg 41 
' Fiery fumes and fogs whe bottomleſle Pit)ro Gods in- 25-7- * 
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[28] 
* finite diſpleaſure and diſhonour, be tumbled down wit 
*violence, and vengeance to hell , from- whence | 
© came , 
4 © There is a word of Exhortation behind , and I beſee< 
8M. Thoms 6 you ſuffer it, 
* Firſt,to you Honourable and noble Patriots, who ar 
before the © called to be Reformers and healers of a poor broke 
Comm: May © Kingdom, Duth not indeed the punifbing and ſuppreſin 
26. ny of ſpirituall whoredomes agaiaſt God, Jdolatrie, Hereje, 
ub F ” wi Blaſphemic, and the reſt: doth it not belong unto you, 
c "> © « ' 
Luke Fewne , 35 Well as the pnniſhing bodily waoredomes,thefr, mur. 
at the Par. © der8c:? doth jt indeed belong to you only to looke to 
rot in Pauls © the civil peace, and to ler Religion, and truth, and the 
Church © worſhip of God ſand or Ft to their own maſter! 
yerd, 1647. © fight Go, fight Divell, fight Chriſt, fight Antichrif, 
" catch that catch can; you have nothing to do bur to (land 
* by and looke on, ſay ſo'then ; ſpeake our, publiſhit i 
; _ Declarations 1othe world, and let the People 0 
* England know that it is the right and liberty, to wiid 
*hcSubjet3 of England, arc borne, that Every man holl 
* whathe pleaſe, and publiſh, and preach what he holds 
" that it is the birth-right (as ſome would have it) oft 
" free born people of Enzland every man to Worſhip 
* Gol according to his owa Conſcience, and to be of whit 
* Religionhis own Conſcience ſhall diQate. Do ſo and let 
* (Fathers and Brethren) how long your Civill pace wil 
© ſecure you when Religion is deſtroyed; how long itwil 
© beere yourcivill peace be turned into civill war, fon 
* doubt if this once be granted them, but they may in goo 
© time come to know Ef (there be them, thar are inſtru} 
© ing them eve in theſe principles roo)thar it is their birt 
. right to be freed from the power of Parliaments ,, a 


( 29] 
' from the power of Kings z aud to take up ermes againf 
both when theyſball not 20'e and af according to their hu- 
© mours , Liberty of Conſcience (falſly ſo called ) may in 
f ood time, improve it ſclte into liberty of Eater, and 
© liberty of Hoyſes, and liberty of #ives, and in a word 
d are © liberty of perdition of ſouls and bodies, 
roken * Right Honourable and worthy Gemlemen , I cannot | 
din * and to diſpute, this only would Iknow of you; are I- 
refe, M *dolaters, and Hereticks, and Blaſphemers, and Scducers 
Fare they evill doers? if ſo, then look to your Charge 
mur-W * Row. 13, 4. Rulers muſt be a Terror to evill Doere 
et *unleſs ye mean to bear the ſword in vaine, And if you-will 
hl © God will not; and if Gud take the $word into his own 
ſer! FW © hand once, (as he ſeems to be a doing of it) he will 
if, *ſmite to purpole; he will execute vengeance throughly: 
* both upon the evill docrs , and upon you that have not 
"been a Terrour to them. Oh therefore up and be doing, , «5, z.4,, 
*that ye may deliver the Kingdome out of the hand the Com: 
* of the Lord; for it is a fearful! thing to fall into the Feb.19. 
*hands of the living God. O let not your Patience ([ 1645-P- 25+ 
* hope it is no moreall this while ) be interpreted a Cons Þ Ag: EP- 
© nivence, and your Connivence be taken for a Toleration, = LS 
* it may be the Kingdoms ruine, but it will be yuur fin. king pe 
«© Fathers and brethren how will ye call this keeping of 1,3. 22. p, 
* Covenant with God? Had we a Parliament of Apoſtate 208.200 
* Julians , of whom itis reported, that at what time he o- Edit. Hen: &f 
? pened the templesof the Heatheniſh Gods, he ſer 0 7aleſii- 
*penthe Chriſtian Churches, call'd home all the Chri. N*/e#ce & 
SJ *itians whom he had baniſht , both Orthodox and Here- paves of | 
- "rick, and gavethem(as wecallit) Liberty of Conſci- 3,1;au « | 
© ence, but as Auſtin more truly phraſerh it, 4 Libertatem brave ard 
# perditzonts, Liberty to deſtroy them(ſclves; for that was Politick F 
| © his thing. Þ 92} 
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perire de 
terris &cC. 
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© his Policy and end , namely by liberty of all Religions; 
* todeſtroy the True, and. the Profteflors thereoftoo, Or 
* had we a Parligment. of careleſs Galis's we ſhould not 
* wonder: but for a-Parliament of Chriſtians, Proteſtants, 
© Profeflors, the Choiſeſt, the moſt ative that could be 
© cull'd out of __ Statezthe like not under heaven; 


* that theſe things: ſhould be done , and you hold your 
© Peace, and be able tv keepyour places , and ot to'put 
* on Righteouſneſs as a Breaſt-plate, and the Garments of 
* Vengeance for your Cloathing ,, as it is (aid of God this 
© makes the Churches abroad to wonder what Englands 
Parliament is a doing ;and all at home that love the Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt more To their own Iatereſts and Notions, 
* to befilled with unſpeakable trembling and aſtoniſhment, 
* to wit, what'God means to do with this poor bleeding 
* Church and State, ; 
a © If you mcan that England ſhall be turned into a wil- 
© dernes, and be over-run with Arherſme, and Hereſie , and 
* Prophaneneſs, and Blaſphemy,you may hold your hands, 
* and you need not do it long. 
b © The Errors and Innovations under which we (o 


* much groan'd of later years were but tolerabiles ineptie, 


* rolcravle trifles, childrens play., comparcd with theſe 
* damnable doftrines, DoRrenes of Devils, as the Apoſtle 
* calls them : Polhgamy, Arbitrary Divorce, Mortality of 
* the Soule, No Meniftery, No Churches , No Ordinances; 
* NoScriptureyyea, the very Divinity of Chriſt and the 
* Holy Ghoſt queſtioned by ſome , denyed by others , 
* And the very foundation of all theſe laid in ſuch a 
* Schiſme of Boundleſs Liberty of Conſcience , 11%: Bee 
* lieve what you will, and Preach what you Believe , and 
* ſuch Lavleſs ſeparation of Chu#ches : and all theſe not 


© only 
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[31] 
©not only whiſpercd in Corners, but Preacht on the houſe 

"top, yea , publiſht in Prix: before your faces with ſo 

© much virulency and impudence, that I verily believe no 

* Age ſince the Apoltles time could ever parallel. 

8 © There be a Generation of men in the Land that ſtand a Sermon 
por all kind of falſe OY that every man may %jore the 
c 


orſbip God after his own Conſcience, or if they will not CT 


*own it in words at length they will have it in figures: And | ; 47. p:25, 


* if they may not, are ready, not only to cry, but to a& 
*Perſecution, and that to purpoſe: for while they cry Per- 
ſecution gladio oris they are ready to a perſecution ore - 

*oladi;, I pray God it may never be englithed, b M. Jobs 

b © There is great talk of ,and pleading for Liberty of Lightfoot 

* Conſcience, for men todo in matters of Religion, as Iſrael Ser: before 
*did in the booke of Judges, whatſoever ſeemerh good in !5* Comm. 
* their own eyes; and how that proved there, there are -_. _4 
*{ad ſtories that relate, I ſhall not goe about to deter- 7s 3 4 
*mine the queſtion , whether the Conſcience may be e4 for Aud. 
*bound or not, though for mine own ſatisfaftion Iam re- Creok at 
* ſolved it may, and dohold it a truer point in Divinity *%* Green 
*that errans conſcientia liganda, then ligat , but certainly Drag:n in 
*the Devil in the Conſcience may be , nay he muſt be ape m-o 
* bound, or elſe you a& not according to that vigour that Ty p42. 
* Chriſt hath putinto your hands, nor according to that arſon be» 
© exacneſs that Chriſt requireth at your hands. Ir is true fore the 

* indeed which is ſo-much talked of, that Chriſt alone muſt Com: Decem 
* retgn in the Conſciexce, butit is as truealſo , that he doth 27-1949: 
(7 ; the Power that he hath put into the hands of the ML a9j« _ a _ 
t ' "je 0 inted4 for 
* ſtrate, as well as by his nord and ſpirit, R a:Smith 

c©If Conſcience be a ſufficient plea,the Papiſt will come atth2 Bible 

*infor a Childs part, Conſcience mwſt have a Rule , it in Conbil 
* binds only wirtute precepti , by virtue of a precept. If 1649- 
| * Conſcience 


[32] 
© Conſcience goesagaint the Word, Deponenas eft talk 
UM. Huobe;  Conſcientia, Get conlcience better informed, 
| Ger 2... ©] muſt ſay that the Toleration of all things muſt be | 
| fore the © deſtruftive Prexciple to the State or Charch where ever i; þ, 
Com: May © allowed, Experience hath ſhewed us no leſs in Kingdoms 
26.1647. ©and Churches Called by Gods name. Thele are only ſug. 
ls poo © geſted which need a larger Treatiſe to ſtate fully, Ye Ser. 
Fubn 7 = * vants of Chrilt,take heed of yeelding to the pretences of 
=] ot the © Conſcicnce, the Devil and not Chriſt hath his Throne 
Sunerforn- © there, And no ſtronger hold for him than Conſcience if 
rain in * heonce take it. Chrilt will not ſuffer him to'ſhelter there, 
Pauls Ch- © therefore ye may not, ſo much as in you lieth. 
a0 b © Doe not other States, as ſome of the united Provinces 
"* © tolerxceall theſe Herefies, and prote& them , and yet 
* they proſper 2 who more ? 
Sol *] deſire not to deal with other States, unleſs I might do 
' © them good, I am now only called to our own, yet others 
© being made exemplary , a word in ſoberneſs and truth 
© may not offend. I ſuggeſt only theſe thoughts, 

I, Can any man _ proſperity is a ſign peculiar un« 
© to Truth? thea let Rome come in and ſpeak more than 
© any for outward proſperity. 

2. * Are not ſpirituall wickednefles as odious to God® 
© ascarnall> and are not theſe Hereſies ſuch , which God 
© condemnes as works of. the fleſh , inconſiſtent with the I 
* Kingdome of Chriſt > 

3. © Hatch God madeanen3 yet of viſiting Nations for Þ «| 
* rhe ſinnes of them? when God hath done judging were Fc, 
* abctter time to urge this Example then now. I pray F: 
© God the evill- day may not overtake thoſe States, the MF , 
* 200d Lord cauſe the Cup of trembling to paſs by them I : 
* and purge their iniquities peaceably,But I am ae 

© Spirit 


[33] 
pirit to ſay, God hath not ſpared ſuch State Politics, 

Which have ſought their own riſe by the ruine of God 

{and- his Truth. Witneſs Jeroboam' the Son of Nebat, 

(who made Iſracl to fin. And he bids [in that doth not hinder Qui non ve- 
(tahen he can ----- Gods Truth, my beloved, and not!** prccare 
*mans example muſt be the Rule ---- if Hereſies yer muſt 7," ? _ 
'be, Ict us mourn for what we cannot help , it is a mi. 0 
'(fergble neceſſity when not allowed ; it wal be rejoycrng 

"ip tn1quity , exther for State or Church willfully to tole« 

"rate, ; 

a Though God hath given us glorious viftories over a M,Ed.C aj 
*qur Enemies, yet the Churches of Chriſt ly deſolate, lamy Ser.be. 
'Charch = Reformation is obſtructed , Church - Diſcipline fore the Ld 
unſerled , Church - Diviſions increaſed, The famous Ci- Meyor Fan. 
'tyof London is become an Amſterdam , Separation from 1+: 1645» 
our Churches is countenanced, Toleratronis cryed up, Au-* ©" 

"therity lyerh. aſleep. ---- 6 It would ſeem a wonder if I þ Ser.before 
hould reckon how many ſeperated Congregations , or ra« the Lords 
'ther $ egrezattons , there are in the Citty : what Churches Dec. 25, 
"againſt Churches &c, +---- the Lord Knows that I men- 1544,P.13- 
ton theſe things with a ſad heart. « Diviſons whether _ ſugre 

' they be Eccleffa#ticall or Politicall, tn K ingdomes , Citttes, p. 4. W 
's Families, are infallible cauſes of Rune to K tn2doms,Cit- 

"tirs,and Families, | 

d © Hereby the hearts of People are mightily diſtra- dp. 14. 
ed, many are hindrcd from Converſion, and even the 
* Godly chemſelves have loſt much of the power of God- 

"lneſs in their lives, 1, ſay the hearts of People mightily 
'diurbed, while one Miniſter preacherh one thing as a 
'truth- of the Gyſpel, and cull ve: Mzniſter Preacheth 


"the quite Contrary with as much Confidence as the for- 
' mcr, 


of 


[34] 
a F.17- .. «<Tf Diviſions be ſo deſtrutive to K ingeoms , Citir 
| , oy Families > this reproveth thoſe thar are rhe Authors 

, and Fortichtors of: theſe Diviſions that are now among} 

© us. Thele are the Incendiaries- of England. If be tþg 

© ſets one hoaſe on fire deſerveth hapging, much more they thi 

* fet a whole K i72dom os fire, If he that murders onemah 

* miſt be purro death, much more he that Murders three 

* Kinzdoms: Mark thew \( ſaith the Apoſtle Row, 16, 

*I7,) that cauſe drviſions and Offences contrary t6 the De. 

. © rine which je have Learned and avid them. Avoid them 

* a3 the greateſt enemies of England. Theſe are like the 

* Salamander that cannot live bur in the fire of coptention, 

©Theſe are of a Jeſutrca# ſpirit, And no doubr the heads 
*and hands of the Jeſaits are in all our Diviſions. 

Þ © Take heed of the Land-dceſtroying opinionof thoſe 

* thar plead for an illimircd tolcration of all Religions, 6 

*vyen of Turkiſme Fw &c, The Lord keep u; 

Mit. 12.25. © from being poyſoned with ſuch an Error 1 * This. Tert 

EveryKing * riſeth up again(t ir, for it will divide a K ingdome azainf 


b P. 33. 


Nog # elf. Iewill end it in athouſand pieces, Iris a Do 
itſalfs  , ArinedircAtly contrary to your late Oath and Covenan, 
brought to © A Dufrine that overthroweth all Church Govermen, 
Deſelstion, * bringeth in Confuſion, and openeth a wide door unto all rel 
© 9104 and Atheiſme: For at the ſame door that all falſe Re. 
c[igions comes in, the true Religivn will quickly get our, 
 * and if it beas goyd for a man to live where nothing is 
* Iawfull, as where all things are lawful; ſurely iris every 
* way as uncomfortable to live where there are all Religh 

© ons, as where rhere is no _ at all, 
et.37.- © © Iris your Dvty (Right Honourable ) whom God 


* hath betruſted with great. Power, to fuppreſs thele Di- 
* viſions 


15 


[35] 


tyifions and Differences in Religion , by your C:iwil Aue 
*tþority, as farr as you are able, leaſt you are acceſſary un- 
'tthem. For God hath made vol uftade utriuſq; Ta- 
gle, Keepers not of the ſecond Table.only (as fome 


(fondly imagine ) but of the Firſt Table allo, and not on. - 


ly Keepers, but windices utrinſq; Tabule, Puniſhers allo 
of thoſe that tranſgreſs againſt cither of them. For you 
'nethe Minifters of G34 for good, and Revengers, to exe- 
'te 18h upn hi thet dothevil, Rem, 13. 4. and 
(God hath deputcd you for the Punilbment of evill ders, 
' nd for the Praiſe of them that do well, r, Pet. 2, 19. 
*There be ſome that would blot out halte your Commil- 
fon, and reſtrain this gooJ and eyill, -ro,Civil goad; ad 
"evils quly againſt men, Burthis is againſt Par genes 
'rall Rule , Nos eft diſlinguendum , ubi = non arſtingait, 
'Where the, Law doth not diſtinguiſh , there, muſt not 
'wediltinguiſh, Tell me I beſeech you, Shall tbe laps 
"Jull for Marhrates to puniſh thoſe that. de(irdy, ueys Banies, 
"I" aat thoſe that deſiroy mens Souls 8: Shall: they, be 
oped for ſuffering men tg draw peeple away from 0+ 
'bedicnce tothe Laws of the Land, and ty themſelves, 
*and not alſo for ſuffering men to draw.awgy people from 
' ay of the Goſpell, and from.che ways of GoÞ, 
{och as Hyweew ang Philetus , who 0veribrowthr 
\Faith of ſome, and their words eat as a Ganker 2 (hall 
'Chriltian Magiſtrates take- up the Maxime of Tiberiu?, 
' Deorum 1hjuri,s Dis curt he > Ler God himſelf take 
'care to vindicace hymſelf from- injuries commitred a- 
"Qainſt God > as for wee, I will ( juſt like Gallo) rake 
care of none of theſe thinzs. Can Chriſtian ears endure 
(ych Language > Doth not God Propheſy , Fuah 49. 
1423, That in the New Teſtament X 72s ſhall be our Nur- 
F 2 6 ſing 
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[36] 


. © img Fathers, aud Queens our nurſing Mothers > And low 


© can a Chriſtian Magiſtrate diſcharge that duty aright if 
© hehath not power from God, to puniſh thoſe that would 
; cp the ſouls ofhis weak Children with Herefies an 
* foul deſtroying opinions? » 

*Will you allow the Magiſtrate to Tyrannize over 
* mens Conſciences? ® 

© By no means. But I believe it is the duty of Magilſtras 
* to keep men from infeRing their SubjeRs wita ſoul de. 
* ſtroying Errors. If thou haſt an Hercticall Opinion, have 
© ittothy ſelf, and the Magiſtrate will not z nay, cannot 
* meddle with thy Private Conſcience. But if thou labou- 
© reſt to infe@ others with thy Grace-deſtroying Opinions, 
* Idoubtnot but the Magiſtrate is bound to keep thee from 
* ſpreading thy infeRion to the undoing of the Souls of his 
* Subjes. If he may lawfully ſhut up a man that hath 
* the Plague upon his body, that he may not infe others, 
© why not a man that hath the Plague of Herefie upon his 
© Soul, that ſo he may nor deſtroy the ſouls of Thouſands, 
* Shalla Mafer in a Family have power to put away 
© Servant that is tainted with a groſs opinion , and yet not 
* be called a Tyrant over ,that Servants Conſcience? and 
* ſhall not the chief Magiſtrate of a K ingdome have powet 
© to putout of his Kingdome ( at leaſt to ſhut up from 
* doing hurt) one that is his Subje# and polluted with blab 
© phemons, Hereticall, Idolatricall Opinions? Is not te 
© Kingdom the Magiftrats houſe and Family ? 


a Ser. before 4*© This is a certain Rule , That all the Sins of the Kings 
the Comm. © dom which are committed by your conntvence or allen- 
/Olob. 22. © ance, are the Parliament Sins, and they call for a Parlit- 
1644-P-26- © went Repentance, And therefore I beſeech you ſearch and 


, 
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iow Þ *xy your hearts, and conſider how far you are acceſſary 
it if che fins of the K ingdome, that ſo you may be wrought 


ould ' op not only to a perſonall but a Parliament humilia- 
anl I © tion. And if it doth appear, that you have taken more 

 Earein ſerling _ own Liberties, then inſetling of Re- 
over © [igzon 5; If you have taken more care to build your own 
*houſes then Gods houſe, this is acrying Sin z and this 
' makes you accellary to a Thouſand Sins that are commit- 
'ed in the Kingdome, Againe, if you do not labour ac- 
' cording to. your duty, and according to your power, to 
(ſuppreſs the Errors and Hereſies that are ſpread in the 
_ all theſe Errors are your Errors, and theſe 
'Nereſies are your Hereſies, and they are your Sins , and 
om Bj" God calls for a Parliamentary Repentance from you for 
his *them this day;- You are the Anabaptifts, and you are the 
th & Arrinominians, and it is you that hold That all Reliezan are 
ers, I *wale tolerated &c.And theſe are your Errors if they ſpread 
| his ff *by your Connivence, For the Sins of the Sons of old Ely 
nds, F *are imputed to old Ely himſclfe, And when the People 
1 fof lirael had prophancd the Sabbath, Nehemiah coun- 
"tended with the Nobles of Judah for ſuffering them, and 
'rells them, rhat it was they that did prophanc it, be- 
'cauſe they ſuffered the People to prophaneir, Neh, 13. 
17, 
4© It was none of the Old cauſe thatthe People ſhould 
"have Lbertyand the Magiſtrate ſhould have no Poner :- 
* all matters of Gods Worſhip, faith and Conſcience, 

* And as it is not the Old Cuuſe, fo it is not a 
Vood Caule. | | 

*For firſt ir contradicteth the exprefſe Revelation of the 
* will of God in the holy Scriptures. Moſes had tv do in 
* matters of Religioiras a Magiſtrate; and fo the ruling 
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* Elders of Iſrael that affiſted himz And fo haithe Kings 
* of Iſrael and Judah, as is well known, infomiich thatin 
* Aſa's days they covenanted to put him to Death chat 
* would hot ſeck the Lord God of Iſracl; 2.-Ir tendeth to 
© thervine ofthe Commonwealth, and therefore it }sn 
* good-cauſe, How God was provoked By Aarons Calfe, 
* and by his Sons, that offered ſtrange fire which the Lori 
* commanded not Le, r0.& what was the etfcR, & what 
* bencfit [the Calves at Daz and Bechel brought to llrze! 
* and Jeroboams houſe, and the high p!aces,und other 
* Errours about worſhip, brought to the Princes and Peo- 
* ple of-J«4ah we need not particularly recite, » 


; - © Law and providence. are ,quite thanged, if Tolerathn 
* falſe Wartbip <4ud ather\abuſes of Religion, tend not to the 14. 
© ine of the Commonwealth... 

* If Maziſtrate; miſt give: Liberty for all ro propiente 
© a falſe Religion, then fo muft Parents and M afters ally 
© (for, thcir- Cocrcive pawet 1s rather lefle thenehe Ma- 
* giltrates thermore, avdirtiey'are:no more Lords of faich 
* © or Conſcience) Bur if all: Parents and Maſters ſhould 
* giveſuch 8 Liberty, it would be a crime fo horrid inthe 
| ®natureand effeRs, as lay louh to name with its proper 
£ Titles. ,*07Q 02 | | T bp , 

© A pars, it tendegh to the defirution of an Armto 
* give liberty to.all men to dotheir worſt to draw themto 
© Mutinies.and Rebellion. It tends to the rnine-ok Fam: 
* that all haye libertyyto do their” worth to tempt the Sor: 
ro, Theft and druninidile, ant! the: wite and Phwighter 

to whoredome, It trends w the Deſtrudtion of the Cone 
* wonyealth it there: be liberty tor all -zo perſovade the 


++ © che Pcople ro Seditionand Rebellion: And therelorc | 
. * | -.gwlt red whe deſtruction -0f the Ehurel" at hens 
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*uls, and conſequently of the Commor,wealth in the 
heif reſpects , it all have leave ro do their worlt to 
preach up infidelity, Mahomertniſme, Popery 9r. any 
fuſe. Dofirmteor Warſvip, againlt the grear+ and neceſſary 
'Truths. 
f [leave it therefore to the judgement of all men that 
(xenot faſt aſleep in their ſecurty, and- utterly unac- 
(quainted with the advantazes of the Papiſts, whether this 
defigne of engageing the Magiſttare by a-fundamentall 
conſtirution , not to meddle with matters of faith and 
"Worſhip, bur leave them all to Chriſt alone, be not the 
(oreſent ſerting vp of Popery 1n England, and the deliver- 
(ing all che frutr of our iabours, Prayers and vifories into 
'the Papiſts hands. 
©04;. Bur Liberiy tor Pepery and Prelacy is ſtil ex- 
' cepred, 
* Aoſw: by whom? »-<- Bar if there had been anexcepti- 
on againſt; Pop<ry pur In, it woald have decnto line + 
'purpoie, as Jong as a generall Rule is laid duwn that , .,_ Tho« 
condermnerh that exception, For it it be the ſtanding Rule, ;4,710n Ser: 
(That :uatiersof Roltvion and tairh , and all marrers of terethe 
'Worſhip are our of che Magiſtrates power ; to lay then Hosſe of 
' that Popery «li Le except from Liberia, is to lay the M1 Feers. Dec. 
'olltrace (all toertide into the proper Office of Chrift 3: _ 
'roreſtr1ine rhe Papiſts. w_ 464k 
a* ell, ſeeing thele things are ſo; that ſinwill find Neil for 
'out #5; [et this dethe uſe wee make of it, to be carctull Sum: Gelli- 
't» find ont 755.40 go begin witlr thar firlt, | brand at the 
"This is thar which Aces upon us all : Bur eſpecially 5745" ſer- 
* (:0{f--2ke 2 word in Sealor,) npon thole which have the f*7, ** 
Government of Kinzdomes and Commuonwealths com- * o ro 
*micted-unto chem, Theſe had need to find our fin more. 35, ; 
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© eſpecially, for the ſafety and welfare of that State,which 
* they have the ordering and managing of. 
a* Firſt their own Perſonall Sins. 
L © Secondly they are to find out alſo the fins of the 
*K ingdome, I have already Adminiſter'd ſome help in this 
* performance, by the hint of thoſe Sins betore mention'g. 
* all which I humbly deſire may be taken into ſerious Con. 
* fideration, and eſpzcially (which grows ſo much upon ys 
* and which threatens ſo much evil ro us) the Sin of L;. 


© bertiniſme and Toleration, which is the rino-leader of 
3 D al. 


©the reſt and involvcsall others with it, O that this ſhould 
* ever be once mentioned amongſt us here in Englaid 
* who have enjoyed ſo much of the Goſpell of Truth # 
*wee have done; derived tous from our Godly fore-h. 
© thers, ſcaled to us by the blo2d of the Martyrs, proſecur. 
© ed with ſo many Bleſſings, and victories, and Gratious 
© (icceſles both of former and latter times, to the admi. 
© tation both of Enemies and Friends; is this the fruit and 
© ifſue ofall that God hath done for us? and do all ove:- 
© tures of Reformation come to this? Surely God cannot 
© but rake it very il] from us, that we ſhould bur incline 
© and leane hereuntog As he ſaid ro David ofhis building 
© of the Temple; Thou didſt well that it was in thine heart 
© and accordingly was well: pleaſed with him. So will he 
© ay tous, of vur Contrary carriage; That it is ill that 
© it is inour heart, if fo be, it be come fo far, 
© I hope it is not. Vhat? when we have ſo much appear- 
© ed avainft Popery and Superſtition, (hall wee now we 
© to think- of Tadifierency and Toleratioz> Certainly it's 
© bur a ſorry exchange of a Bad Religion for none. Al- 


SanBESSOCEERSTYS 


© though indced it will be no exchange, bur rather a fur- ©, 


© ther Confirmation: Tolcration of all other Errours doth 
© but 


[41] 
x ſtrengthen Popery amongſt the reſt; which wil at 
hf think ſo well of it ſelf , as to come in for 8 Childs 
Part, 
if There is a Generation who look for much at your a M.Lazar. 
nds, and yet ask nothing, I mean by way of humble Seaman 
; Wiktition. When they find you, or themſelves in ſuch _ before 
wſture, as that they cannot be denied , it may be you Py cow 
$ Wruy bear of them. Beſides the many looſe, prophane, a 
i» Wad ſcandalous Miniſters , there are a new ſort riſen a- printed 
Front us , who have thruſt themſelves into the Lords E.G. for F.' 
ard. It's no leſs then Perſecution ( fo they com- Rothwell at 
nb give out) to deſire that their ſuſpitious Opinions , oy > 
be examined according to the word of God,and they , pany = , 
- Mommanded to forbear «he —_ and ſpreading of' p, 4x. wy 
tem for the preſent, There be many dangerous Books 
broad, dangerous at leaſt, *Ile ſay no more. 


Liberty of Conſcience, 
The Bloudy T enent, 
The compaſſuonate Samaritan. 


Fobn Bapriſt. 


|* Conſider alſo, c His failings and beware of them. b p. 44. 

tHe had many Wives, even ſeaven hundred Vives, c Selomoys, 

rinceſſes , and three hundred Concubines. Let notus 4 1 Kings 

meas many Religions, There's ſome Analogy betwcen + 3- 

zone and the other, 2. There was in his daics firſt a 

(mivayce at Idolatry, then open Toleration, and with- 

| Apoſtacy, Theſe Wives turned away his heart after 

* Waher Gods; .4. He builr an tg rar for Chemoſk the 
&omination of Moab , my for Molech the Abominati- 
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* on ofthe Childrenof Ammon, and likewiſe did he{ 
all his ſtrange Wives, v.7, 8. Obſerve the Gradation 
© rſt Connivance, then open Toleration , herewithall 4 
© ftaty. 
aM.Matth. af No Reformation of Religion now : now nothing wil 
Newcomen *© ſatisfy ſome, but a Tdleration of all Religions, and al ( 
Ser: before © pinions + Charch-Government, Diſcipline is to ſome af 
the Parlis: © Qion, to others Tyranny, and Perſecution, Ah Breth 
ment. Sept. © this is a Provocation and*will be a Provocation', for thi 
12-1644. © God may tuth us into the Wilderneſs again. 


ry &*We are gtown beyond Arminianiſme, Brownie 


Meredith © Anabaptiſme; we ate come ( 1] mean many amor us 

1644. f-31. © ro down-right Libertiniſme. There are two Opinion 
© which if encouraged ( and they are encouraged if 

be, 26, - * nivedat) will opena door to Turciſme, Judailme,! 
* theilme , Polytheiſme , any- monſter of Opinion., The 


© one i9, That every man # to be left to the Liberty of bi 
© own Religion, an Opinion contended for by the BloTe 
* zets, John Baptiſt, Liberty of Conſcience, and the like Pam 
* phlers. An opinion moſt pernicieus and deſtruQtive, astc 
© the Souls of men, ſo to the Common-weale of the King 
: dome. 

© Libertas illa quidlibet credendi (faith Gerard ) mils 
* kud quam Libertas errandi & c, That Liberty of belienng 
© what menwill (orof holding what Faith they pleale 
*is no other then a liberty of erring,and of erringinamt 
fter that concerns the eternall Salvation of the Soule 


© wherein to erre cannot but be moſt dangerous and de 


* ſtruRive ----- Diverfity of Religion diſ-joynts and « 
"ftracs the minds of men, and is the Seminary of perf 


" ruall hatreds, jcalonlies, Seditions, Warres, it any thing} 
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« #1 the VVorld be; andiin a little time, either a Sculiue i th 
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he State bogets a Schiſlmein the Church, of a Schilme 
n the Church, begers a Schiſme in the State, That is, 
ater Religion and the Church is prejudic'd by Civill 
Contentions, or Church controverſies and diſputes about 
jons break out into Civill Warrs, Mex will at 
take up $ words and Spears, inſteadof Pens, and defend 

"Wh Arms, what they cannot do by arguments, Once for all , it 
W's the Preſervation and Beamtalen of Religion which 


have Covenanted to endeayour, and not a Liberty of 
Opinion, that will conſiſt with neither, It is the Extir- 
wtion of Hereſy and Schiſme thar you have Covenant- 
&d; which if to be connived at , why doth the Apoſtle 
ye the Corinthians for their Schilme, ſomuch> and 
doth our Lord” Jeſus commend the Angell of the 


+ WChurch of Epheſus, for trying thoſe which ſaid they were 
; - car and were not? And why is the Angell of the 
of Thyatira reproved for ſuffering that woman 
|zabel who called her ſelf a Propheteſs, wo teach and ſe- 
duce, If once we come to this , that any man be ſuffered to 
th what he pleaſeth to ſeduce whom he liſt , to be of 
wat Faith or Reffgion ſeems good in hw opn eyes , 
fgepell Covenant, farewell Reformed Religion , farewell 
i the Peace and Glory of England, if that day once come. 
but you (Right Honourable) o_— better dings of you 
tough I thus ſpeak, I hope while you live and fir in 
Pliament, this ſhall never be. Ir is not uſuall, nay, it is 
oM tot poſſible that they which love God fincerely,, ſhould a Serm: at 
MF dfireto cheriſh differing Religions: for it is moſt certain Paris Feb.8, 
th that admits contrary Religions, belioves ncither of oy | 
Y) 4* But then the queſtion will be, —_ will be 2d 20% 
J'Ufercnce of judgment and __—_ » While we are Upon p, 1g, 
2 


L 
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© earth,then how, or how far is this difference of judge. 
© ment to be permitted > how or wherein may Chriſtian 
© diffcr from one another in judgement , and yet ought ty 
© be Tolerated and born with > | 

© This ismy Brethren a very grave and difficult Queſti. 
© on; and to me, conſidering how many places there 
* wherein the Holy Ghoſt calls upon us to endeavour to 
© be of one mind, of the ſame mind, and of the ſame juds, 
© ment, it is eaſter to tell you, wherein we may not ditter 
© in judgement , and whercin differences in judgement 
© may not be Tolerated , then to tell you wherein thi 

may. 

* Firſt therefore,l ſay,that as an abſolute unity in judge 
© ment,that we ſhould all be of the ſame mind in all thing! 
* is ſcarce to he attained in this life , though it be tobe 
* endeavoured; ſoan Univerſall and abſolute Liberty 
* judgement, for every man to differ when he plealet 
© and in what he pleaſcth,to be of what Opinion and Fait 
* he will,is not to be endeavoured, if it might be attain' 
* nor is it to be Tolcrated or permitted, I know no wat 
*rant, no pretence of warrant for it, in all the Book dl 
* God: Scriptureno where ſaith, Let every man be of wht 
" Opinion, and of what Faith he pleaſeth, letevery mante 
* Iett to his own judgement, 

© Particularly ,. Liberty of Opinion or Judgment 
* not to be granted, or indal ed, in ſuch things as are ll 
©jurious to God;, and Deſkudive to. the Souls of mer 
” nor wherein the Difference of judgement and Opinia 


* will neceflarily and unavoidably, ex naturs re: , product 


© a Rent and Schiſme inthe Chnreh of Chriſt. 1 Cor.1.10 
© Now I beſcech you Brethren , by the Name of our Lu 
c Jeſus Chrift, that je all ſpeak the Jame thing , and . 

6 ther 
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there be wo Diviſions among you , but that ye be perfeRtly 
© jayned together tn the ſame mind, and in the ſame judge- 
toll © went, Rom. to. 17. 1 beſeech you. Brethren mark them 
* that cauſe Diwuiſions and Offences amang you , contrary to the 
eſti. * Dofrine that you have received, and '<-o<--o- what? Tol- 
© erate them? no, avoid them, Gal.5.12, 1 would they were 
r wolf © even cut off that trouble you, Nothing can' be clearer then 
do. * theſe Scriptures are ,, againſt the Til-ration of all Dos 
tr} *Arines, and particularly of thoſe that Trouble, Rend,Di- 
{ide the Church. | 
a* But (to ſpeak a little to the Poſitive) if there be a 
fLatitude,and aLiberty of judgment left, it is firſt in ſuch 
*things as are not clearly and Poſitively laid down in Scri- 
foture, and therefore are not of the Fundamentalls, and 
"and effentialls of Faith and Worſhip; for there is for 
ttheſe, clear and undoubred Light of Scripture. © 
© Secondly, it is in things that are of private and ſingle 
* oraQtice,and notof open. converſe, or Church-fellowſhip 
2nd Communion. And yet even in theſe things, this Li- 
*berty is not to be aſſumed; atleaſt, not to be praRtiſed 
* without much tenderneſs and circumſpeRion. 
© Firſt, care mult be had of. keeping thoſe Opinions 
n bY * wherein we differ from others, private to our ſelves, nor 
* troubling or perplexing the Conſciences of others with 
t i} *them.. This 1s. the injunRion, Rom, 14. 22. Haſt thou 
104} © Faith > have it to thy ſelfe before God, The Faith there 
ney © ſpoken of, is a particular perſwaſion, touching the tree 
ni * uſe of all Creatures, and the Liberty of all dayes. And 
JucY * this Faith , this Perlwaſion was according to the Truth 
10 * (as is clear by the Apoſtles Argumentation in that Chap- 
Ln * fer) yet faith the Apoſtle. Haſt thon Faiths have it to thy 
nw * ſelf before Gad:. do not hay I am fully perlwaded of 
| * my 


a P. 13. 
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© rated, in hope of their Converſiop, a 
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© my Liberty, and therefore I ought to profels ir, and holy 
* it out in my praQice , whatever become of others , ir ig 
© the truth of God, and I muſt hold ir forth : No faith the 
* Apoſtle, have ir to thy ſelf, And if a man who hath 4 
© private opinion in re media, mnſt keep it to himſelf, 
* though it be a truth, mach more muſt they whoſe opi. 
* nions are falſe and erroneous, Certainly there is ſcars 
© any difference of judgement ſo ſmall, and 5n it ſelf inconfide. 
© rable , but the droulging and Propagating of it may prove 
: be, dangerous -and Pernitious., aud in the event intolle. 
rable, 

—_ aman ſhould be of this Opinion , that itis 
© unlawful to eat things ſtrangled,or blood : if ſuch a man 
* keep his opinion to himſelf , and make it a rule onlyt 
© his own praQtice:: let him enjoy it *rill he can be other- 
© wiſe informed, and tony tor a in his Conſcience, But 
© if he will now go pnbliſh this Opinion, and intangle the 
© Conſciences 0 ods , and ſeck to draw diſciples afte: 
© him, and make a party, and cauſe Diviſion and Difſenti- 
s = amongſt the People of God, this is not to be tolerg- 
"ted. 

< Private Perſons of a differing judgement , if rhey live 
© quietly, frequentthe publick Afſemblics of Worſhip, 
© and are not diſcerned to diſturb the Peace either of State 
© or Church, by any ſecret undermining, are to be tolle- 
I for publick Peace 
© ſake. But if theſe menſhall begin to ſpread their Errors 
© inpublick, to inveagle and draw others to them , to be- 
, | the ſimple , and fo to trouble the publick Peace, 
G ey are to be reſtrained. 
a 
© Conſcience to be of the ſame mind , and the ſame judge- 
© ment 


Had all that profeſs:the Goſpel in England, made ' 
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ment with their Brethrenand the reft of the Churches 
of Chriſt, as far as poſſibly; and where they cannot, 
there there is a neceſſity of differing, had they made 
t Conſcience to keepe their diffences from appearing in 
FPoblick, to have their private opinions and faith to 
*themſelves and not intangle the weake with their doubr- 
' full Diſputations; forbeareing to judge or deſpiſe thoſe 
* that are not of their opinion, loving them ſtill as Brethren, 
[not cenſuring them. as Profane, Antichriſtian , fighters 
' againſt God, men that will willfully (hat their eyes a- 
'oainſtithe Light; had theſe o_ (I fay) beenc attended 
to on all hands, our breaches had never beene ſo grear 
© 25 now they are, nor ſhould the lovers of truth and Peace 
f have had ſo much cauſe to lament them. 

4 © But where is the fault you will ſay? True it is there 
Fare diviſions, fad diviſions,danger threatening diviſions a- 
* mong us, but where is rhe fault? I know there are many 
"that lay all the fault upon thoſe whom they call Presby- 
*rerians, and ſay it is their riguur, and their ptide and am- 
'bition, their Spirit of Domination that is the cauſe of 
*all theſe diviſions; Thus ſay the Antinomians, and thus 
*the Separatiſts, and thus the Axabaptiſts, and thus the o- 
*thers ſay. Now #he Lord judge between us agd them, 
and [er his people that hear judge this day. Q 

* Who are they that divide in judgement from all the 
Reformed Churches of Chriſt in the world, that have* 
© Opinions and judgements differing from the Opinions 
* & judgements of all the Reformed Churches? we or the 
* Azabapiiſits? we or the Separa:i/ts, we or the «----< > Poli= 
' bly they will all ſay; they” are of the ſame Opinion with 
*the Reformed Churches in fundamentalls,as well as we, 


YH * aud their differences, are but iz min441074hbus, Now ſup. 


C C 
j poſing 


Beza annot, 
i111 Cor,.1, 
10, 
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© poſcing this to be true (as it may be in ſome of then 
© why a do they tranſgreſſe the Apoſtles rule?why dg 
© they not if that ic be inmarters of leſſer moment whereig 
* they differ from us, why do not they keep their opini 

< private, and have their faith unto themſelvesbefore God 
© why do they upon ſo ſmall differences (if the differences 
6 ph ſmall) withdraw from Communion with ns and 
© the reſt of the Churches, and gather themſelves int 
* diſtin and ſeparate Churches? ----- thejr holding ong 
© head & one faith,doth not excuſe them from being guilty 
fof breach of Unity and downright Schiſme, ſo long az 
© they hold not one body,one bapriſme, xo ſire tysrads 

eft cum al!1 altis*&c. Schilme or diviſion (ſaith he) is this, 
© When men are ſo addicted to ſome men, or to ſome out. 
© ward rites, that though theydo agree in the cheit points 
* of Religion, yet they are, eſtranged in their minds, and 
£ engage themſelves into parties and faRtions. Now who 
© are they that though they Profeſſe to agree with usin 
© Docrine have yer made a {eceſſion, withdrawne them. 
* ſelves gathered Churches, engaged Parties? Conſider and 
© oive ſentence. 

* Who are they that. have moſt broken the band of 
© Love? There is great fear what the Preſs1terians will doif 
* once they get power into their hands; but in the meane 
F time what do others? whoare they that brand their Bree. 
* thren with the Title, Proud, Time-ſer vers, Prelptical, Ty- 
© rannical, Antichriſiian? And what is this/ lefle then 
© Perſecution, 

*Who are they that have been fartheſt from conde- 
© ſcending to thetr Brethren for peace and union ſake? 
* were itfit, I could ſay ſomething of this, yea much: [ 
* could cell you much hath beene yeelded and much _ 
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{would be yeeldea, yea almoſt any thing, but that one 


thing that would lay a foundation of perpetual D:wiſion 


{nd diſ-union in Families, Charch, K ingdomes Who are / 


they. that profeſs an utter impoTibility of reconciliation 
ior union, and plead for nothing but Toleration, Toleration, 
nd ſome for Toleration in the urmoſt Latitude,to Papiſts, 
'[ew*, Turks, the very artifice whereby the Arminiars in 
' Holand fought to gain a party, and,ſtrength unto them- 
elves? Relo've theſe Queſtions , and they will reſolve 
you who are mot guilty of theſe Diviſians. 


a* By a Declaration fet forth above hy years agoC, 2 M. Richs 
'King James (of Famous memory) was pleaſed to let the Vines Ser. 
'World know , not only how ill he reſented , and how before the 


'much he:derefted the Vorſtian, and Arminian Dodtrines, Com: Mar: 


'then newly born and in their ſwadling-cloaths; bur al- [© 1546- 


'6 how follicitouſly he interpoſed with the States Ge- 
'nerall.of che United Provinces, againſt their admittance 
'of Vorſtu5 into the place of D:iwvinty Profeffor of Leiden, 
'orinto their Country; And that he might decline the 
"envy of being in aliens Republica curieſus , he bears him- 
'elt Upon that common rule, Paries cum Proximus ardet, 
'when a Neighbours houſe is on fire, it concerns all in the 
Neighbour-hood to look about them, This Vigilancy con-' 
'demnes our (I know not what to call it, I with no worſe 
'tight be ſaid then.) inſenſibleneſs and fecurity. For 


'what were thoſe ſparkes at that time ſmoaking in a re- | 


mote corner,in compariſon of that fire which now flames 
brh at cvery corner of our houſe , blown up by thar- 
«wie, or liberty of all Religions , which may be juſt-" 


ly called, the Golden Calfe of theſe times, whereunto' * 
'many are not unwilling to contribute their ſtrength & Po- ' 


cy, and whoſe Birth-d1y,they would not fear to call fe- 
Z H c ur 


? 
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© tum Jchove, an acceptable day unto the Lord, Are ny 
© the errots which are rite amongſt us, cither by infegi 

© Perſons of Place and Quality, grown into that boldnes3 
© or by carrying away Barnabas alſo , crept into tharcre. 
* dit? or by ſpreading far and wide, riſen to that ftrengrh? 
* that they do face, itnot ſeem able to put into danger of 
© rowting, our common Faith,Publick Worſhip, authori. 
* zed Miniſtry, long and much expected, and promiſe 
* Reformation. This to the common Enemy , is the Ca: 


* of good hope; the ſound part are afraid, leaft the Truq, 


* ſhould come to beg for poor quarter, and be led Cp. 
* tive, following the Chariot of triumphant Liberty, Some 
" think that Epiſcopacy in his Pontificalibus, may by this 
* means be retrived , and recalled from exile, to whichit 
© Was ſentenced by the Covenant, Many that are as diſtant 
- , intheir Opinions as the two Poles, yer moving upon 
one axeltree, or tyed together by the tayles of common 
" Intereſt, doubt not bur by laying their ſocks together 

© they ſhall be able to bid fair for a Toleration, 
* And that we might not be left alone to wonder atour 
* ſelves,our ſymparhizing Brethren abroad do wonderalfo, 
© Thar we ſhonld be made the common Sewre to receive 
© the Garbage of vther Churches , and that their ſtinking 
* fnuffes ſhould be allowed Candlefticks here in Eng- 

a M, Simeon *Jand. ; 

Aſh Serm, *Inthis ſad Poſtureofthings, all mens eyes have been 
before the © uponthe Parliament, and every one ſaith , Is there w 
Lords Feb. © Balme in Gilead 8 Is there no Phyſitian there >» Why thea 


268 _ o zot the health of the Daughter of my People recrve- 
If ts MA? » | ; X 
- 5M "a © Endeavour vigorouſly to compound our Differences 
1645-2.32+ © in Ecclefiaſticall concernments, Alas , alas, _—_ 
*2 
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tes, becauſe of our breaches, Let mine eyes run down 


tgith tears night and day, and ler them not ceaſe , for the 
'Yirgin Daughter of my People is broken with a great 


* W'rcach, with a very grievous blow, Jer. 14. 17, What 


Factions and Frations, what Schiſmes and Separations, 
'yhar Renes and Diviſions are in this poor , diſtracted , 
"Diſtreſſed Church of Er2/and > how ſhould either King- 
'lome or Church divided ſtand > God fortid , but tender 
"ſpe? ſhoul4 be had ta tender Conſciences, But ( Right Ho- 


*Frourable) I Zeſerch you take heed, leaft under that pretext, 


"ws think of T olerating all Religions amongſt us, Such Liber- 
'y (1 am afraid) would wher in Libertiniſme, and haſten 
ourdeſolation, 

if It is commonly replied in Pulpirs , in Prefſes , That 
4Toleration of all conſciences, even Antichriſtian , would 
'ea Soveraign remedy to cure all difſentions, and an ef- 
all mcans to compole the Wars of Chriſtendome: 
dl the blood that hath for ſo many years been ſhed, is 


# mal:tiouſly termed Perſecution, 

I anſwer, it is beſides my purpoſe to diſcuſs this 
quiſtion of Toleration , only for the preſent I enquire, 
fi; Would theſe men that fo hotly defend it , grant 
"that Toleration(if they had power in their hands)ro others 
"which they deſire for themſelves? I doubt ir. The Arri- 
'«s did ſometimes ſeem as earneſt enemies to Perſecutie 
'mas thele menz yet when they had Authority ontheir (ide, 
"they raiſcd Perfoeutian againſt the Orthodox, more terri- 
'de chen the heathen Emperours againſt the Chriſtians, 


"which the Churches of the Eaft moſtgrievouſly b comes 
"plained of. 


* Athanaſius at large deſcribeth , and having {poken 


U 
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. much of their inhumane, and more then belluine cry. 
Epif. a& elry againlt all Sexes, all Ages, boy living and dead,con. 
Seliter, cludes, that he had ſaid leſs then their inhumanity ws, 
becanſe it exceeded all expreſſion, 
*The Donatiſts did ordinarily plead for Toleration, and 
* ſeemed the mo#t. inveterate enemies to all diſturbance 
* for Conſcience ſake; yet when under the Apottate Julian 
s Con, lit, © they had gotten power, who can declare (faith a Auſtin) 
Petil:l.2. C. © whar havock they made of the Orthodox? 6 All Africa 
$2. © was filled with blood and deſolation; Men were rent,Ma- 
b Opt, cont. © trons dragged, Infants ſlaughtred , Women with child 
Parm.1:2:3- © iſcarried , none were Tecure in their houſes, the 
© wayes were not ſafe for Travclers.; the Letters of them 
© that boaſted to be the Captarms of the Saints were ter- 
© rible to all. Are our men led by another Spirit ? Surel 
© am, that one of them, that with moſt carneſtneſs, or 
* npudence pleads for Toleration, was lately of another 
© mind in the cale of Familiſts and Antinomans in News 
© England, 
ce P.13, * c©Secondly would ſuch Toleration conduce to the cliae 
*bliſking of Peace in the Co:nmon-wealth > hath it exct 
* done it? Poſkible it is , that the equality of Powers may 
© perſwade each Party for a Sealonto ſupprels their inward 
* rancour; can Toleration take it away , fo that it ſhall not 
© break. out upon ſenſible advantages by the increaſe of 
*itrengrh? let the expericnce of former Ages, and preſent 
* times teach this, | : 
© Errour may Tolerate errour,ſew1 1ter ſ- convent; wrt, 
© bur can darkneſs agree with light? or Wolves w'th Sheep! 
d De pre- © { Tertulian obſeryes concerning Heretichs of old, they & 
fd cout. © oreed well cnouzh one with anothergfor theugh they dit 
ere4.6.4"* © fered in private opinions , yet they joyned in one , inthe 
* oppolin 
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' oppoſing of Truth. You Perſecute (ſaith Auſtin of the P. 14» 
* Denatifts) where you are able; where you Pexſecutenot, 
"you are not able to doe it,reſtrained by the fear of Laws, 
' or envie,or the multitude making reſiſtance. 
* T have been longupon this poynty bur I will conclude 


*jr, with that ſolemn Embaſſie , which the Orthodox Fa- 


fthers, Aſſembled in Councell at S:rmiwm, font ro rhe 
*Emperour Conſt antius. I have infifted the longer, 4 that a Athay, dg 
'it might appear to all , that the Tolcration of Errour, is ® 4rim, 
\not a way to Peace, as ſome men pretend, but to difor. © Sac. 
fder and confuſion: And yet I am not an encmy to Peace, 

{uta friend to Truth, and Holineſs , without which no. 

' Man (hall ſee God, 

6 Miniſters oughr now-to-be intent to the errours ofthe Þ A ſeriou 
(times, both in DoArine and PraRtife, and obſerve what © f4[ſfenate 
*isthe proper work of the day , and Preach accordingly , — a 
"ae - ow k Ds e Cler- 

taking beed of being guilty of finfull filence, whyleſt y,; ;, 6: 
* Chriſt and his truth ſuffers. We have too many wounds worgs of M. 
© with which we have been wounded, in the houſe of our The. £4+ 
' friends : many Miniſters have and doe undoe ys ; ſome 7474s in his 
* by thcir torall ſilence; others by ſpcaking too favourably V2"B"#r* 
*ot the Sets, and too much daubing; *r's high time row qutr® 
*toſpcak our , when the truth of God , the Faith once {4 kph 2 
* delivered to the Saints, more pretious thcn our lives, is $i:4 as 
*almolt lot, three Kingdoms almo!t ruin'd , and all the the ! ible in 
© reformed Churches in their Truth ani Peace hazarded, © #119: 
*They that can now be filent, w-l! cont tired, and It rhe 1546 
* Wolves come freely 2nd: not barke , they d: ſerve toy be 
*accounted dumb dogs, Let thereture, a'l Go:ty Ortho- 
* dox Miniſters, who would not have all cun to raine, Cir: 
* up themſclves, and liir up their voices !:ke Trumpets, 
* and no longer looking on, as idlc [peRators, or halting 
© CUWEen 


[ 54] 
© between two; for he that is not now with God in his 
* caule is "_ him, and he that gathereth not ſcatter. 

Cth ===. nd that Miniſters in our t'mes may be a means 
* to prevent and ſuppreſſe the Errours , Hereſies ard 
* Schiſmes, they mult notonely often preach againſt them, 
© but they ſhould ſer themſelves againſt all the ways by 
* which Errours'are come in, and are farther comeing up. 
© on us, and oppoſe them by Preaching & writing; as Lay- 
mens Preaching, the Gathering of Churches, and above al 
* Toleration, for that would be an open doore, at which all 
* kind of Heyeſies would come in, and no man could keep 
* chem out: and therefore if Miniſters will witneſſe for 
© Truth and. againſt Errors, they muſt fer themlelves in 
* a ſpeciall manner againſt a Toleration, as the principal 
* inlet_to all Hereſije and Error; And if a Toleration be 
: jane all preaching will not keep them out * For asir 
* hath been anſwered the Patrons of Images, (who plead 
* letthem ſtand, but Preach, againſt the VVorſhipping of 
*them) rhar if they ſtand, preaching will not take away 
* all the danger; tis not ſufficient to keep the People from 
* all Idplatry; ſo fay I in this caſe, If a Toleration be 
* granted, the Devill will be roo hard for us, though we 
© preach never ſo much againſt them, A Toleration will 
* undoe all, Firſt bring in Sceptilme in DoQtrine , and 
©1:zoſencs of Life, and afterwards all Atheiſme, 
 ©The Patrons of Error, beeauſe they cannot at fir 

© plead for ſuch and ſuch Dorines in terminw, and yet 
© hold them, and would havethem pr3pagared, therefore 


© they plead for 4 Toleration, which once being granted. 


*rhey will come inthen of courſe.O let the Miniſters there- 
* fore oppoſe Toleration, (as being that by which the Dt- 
© vel would at once lay a foundation for his Kingdom to All 

Genc- 


i. hr g—=—Y a——_ cc mc _— 


"mr MW == *F 7M, AT 


AQ & oo oo @& 


OO oo _ - WH. Mp pa rryt * = EY RX FFF wm ;MnyF wii” © 


fa. 


[55] 


f Generations) witneſſe againſt it in all places, poflefſe the 
* Magiſtrate of theEvill of ir, yea, and the People too, 
* hewing them how ifa Toleration were granted, they 


*(hould never h_—_ in their Familes more, or ever 


©fer have command of VVives, Children, Servants, bur 
"they and their Poſterities after them are like to live in 
 i{content, and unquietnefſe of mind all their dayes.-. a [ 


* wight ſhew how the Paſtors of the Retormed Churches a þ 87. 


* (namely thoſe who were (tars of the Firſt Magnitudc) 

were againſt the Toleration of Anabapriſts, Links, 
* nd other SeQaries in their time , and what they did and 
"writ againſt it; 8s Calvin, Zuinglius, Peter Martyr, Philip 
' MelanFhon, Z anchins, Beza, K nox, Bullinger, Muſculus, 
{ . þ Asalſo how in England in Queen Elizcbeths dayes, 


earned Biſhops and Godly Miniſters were againſt the bp $8. 


* uffering of many Religions in this Kingdome: as Biſhop 
l by . . : 

Jezel, Biſhop Babington, Biſhop Brlſon, Mr. Cartwright, & 
[ f .” - 

. Mr. Perkens, who in his learned workes on Revel: 2.20, 
ſpeakes thus Every man u# not to be Irft to his own 
ſcience 3 to teach and hold what Doftrine he mill, 
But all ſuch men or women as teach erroneous Dofirine, 
by the Government of the Church are to be reſtrained, 


, --»- £ Did Lay the Arch-Biſbops,Bſbops, Deanes, Dofors, c p.91. 


' Court-Chaplains, and Biſpops-Chaplaine, (for there were 
ſome of all theſe forts oppos'd) hazard the favour of 
(King, Nobles, great Courtiers, the lofle ofall their Pre- 
cferments, ArcheBiſhopricks, Biſnopricks » Deanertes, great 
cliveings to withſtand a Toleration, And ſhall the Miniſters 
« of our times ſuffer a Toleration of all Sets to come in 
* xpon us,in a time whenthe greateſt Refurmarion is pre= 
ended that ever was in this Kingdome, and a Parliament 
{{itring, and be either wholly ſilent or oppole taintly; be 
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O for a 
Burgeſſe, 

a Calamy, 
a Caſe, 
a Baxter, 
an Edwards © bggks come forth, ſuch Sermons preached, ſuch praQices I?! 


ec. towpite c 
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© afraid of diſpleaſing ſome great man,or hazarding a liz. 
tle eſtare and liberty? was the Lukewarme Angel whom 


£ 
© God hath caſt out of his Church, for not being zealons 


c 
c 
© enongh, yer lo zealous as to hazard all againſt a Tolm. * 
© tion of Popery? And (hall the Preshyterians Or:hodex f 


© Godly Miniſters be ſo cold as to let Anabayriſm, N 
© Brown:(me, Aatinomianiſme, Libertiniſme, Independency, 
© come in upon us, and _ in 4 whole Skin? Certain. 'K 
* ly the Biſhops: and their Chaplains ſhall riſe up in judg. 'b 
* ment againſt the Miniſtry of this Generation, who ap. 4 
© peared againſt the mind of the King, Council, and ſv Ml * 
© powerfull a faRionas was for Popery, aad the Toleraticn 
* of it in thoſe.dayes, if they be filent or meally mouthed, L 
© beſides the ſhame and — of it here, before the MY f 
* Churches abroad, an4-good men at home, who will ly MI? 
* all the blame upon the Miniſters, and ſay, Wee may I * 
© thanke them for this, fordealing no more freely, nor I, 
* faithfully with the Kingdomycrying out, an unworthy A. A. 
* flembly, an unworthy Miniſtry in Cicy and Country, to kt 
* fic ſtill and ſuffer all theſe Errors and poyſorous Prin. £,? 
* ciples, in Books, Sermons to come in upon us, andto 
© paſſe unqueſtioned, 

© Ofor ſome Gabriel Poxells, Downams , Abbots &c: h 
* to write, preach, remonſtrate, proteſt againſt the Errors 


. » ( 
© and wayes of theſe times. Tis want of courage and ſpeak- h+ 
© ing out hath undone us; and *tis onely boldnefſe and Y.*' 


© freedome in ſpeakeing, to declare particularly ſuch I, 


plaid, ſuch perſons preferred and ſuffered, ſuch partiality $7 
uſed &c: in reference to the SeRaries , that mult reco- IN, 
* verns; theres no way to put a ſtop to things, and ſaveall 
* from ruiae, but preſent courage and Heroick reſoſution 


a 
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Und lets ſprak out ,, and ſuffer no longer a company of giddy 
tmning ſelf-ſeeking Seftaries, to betray the Truth of God, 
Und to abuſe and undoe two K ingdoms «<= Lets therefore 
1] all XY. es, cauſe all Pulpits to ring,and fo poſſeſs Par- 
liament, City , and whole Kingdom againſt the Seas; 
{nd of the evill of $chiſme, and a Toleration, that we ma 
0 more hear of a Toleration,nor of Seperated Churches, 


' bein _ names in the Church of God, AME N 
4 b © 1-7 
of For if ir be lawfull for every man to entertain and hold 2.4 op 
'what opinion he pleaſeth, how differing ſocver from the _ * 
opinion and judgment of the reſt of the Church and Pco- yy, Nath. 
'ple of God,yet this is his opinion, and his judgement is Newcomen 
'rerlwaded of it, and he mult follow his own judgement, Serm. at 
'and this liberty of judgement be (as ſome ſay) Liberty of Pants Feb.$ 
Conſcience, part of the Liberty purchaſed by Jefus , and !1945-P+ 12- 
'toreſtrain it, or ſet bounds to it, ts in their language Pey- 
'feeution, Tyranny, c. 1t this were true, ſure Put did ve= 
'ryill, to charge the Corinthians with ſo much authority, 
' tobe of the ſame mind, and of the ſame judgment, Might not 
ome among the Corinthians have ſaid to Paul, This is 
*hard uſage, this is to rack 6 low man to the ſame length with 
\utaller, and to cut a tall mar to the fiature of one that is low? 
'What, the ſame judgement? and the ſame minde? will not 
' Pay! allow difference of lights and ſights? Might not ſome 
'me amang the Corinthians have ſaid, VWharit I am of 0- 
pinion that there is no reſurreRion, what hath Paul or a=", 
'ny man to do with that? it is my conſcience,and it is wy ld 
"liberty, and what hath any man to do with my conſcience * | 
'morethen I with his > might nor Hymencus have ſaid, 
'What if it be my Opinion, that the ReſurreQion paſt al- 
"ready, what hath Paul to ” with that? Yes , ſaith Pal, 
it 
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e if ye perſiſt obſtinate I will Excommunicate you , I y;j 
< deliver you wp to Satan, that you may learn n0t to Blaſpheyy. 
c Certainly this ſhelter , this Aſylum of errour, talſely 
© called Liberty of Conſcience, was nor thought of in former 
£ times. 


Hus far theſe Famous Divines, whoſe ye. 

ry wordsI have tranſcribed, and that faith. 
fully,never adding ſo much asone ſyllable of my 
own, "unleſs in the Margin, where I have ſome. 
eimes taken a lictle Liberty, 

I do much hope ( upon a ſerious peruſal!) 
you will confeſs theſe Teſtmones both pertinent 
and convincing,: and therefore I might here take 
occaſion to conſult my own eaſe, and your pa- 
tience; But becauſe ( as I have found by ſad ex- 
nay Prejudices axe (trong, and evil Habis 
(which have beet! long im contraCting) are not 
luddainly removed , ( as an effeEtual meane: 
(through Gods bleſſng) of your farther Convi- 
ion) I ſhall intreat your peruſall of theſe fol- 
lowing Authorites, 
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LETTER 


OF THE 
* Presbyterian Miniſters in the City 
- OF 


* LONDON. 


1) ; " 1645, 
P ted the Fty of Jan, 1645. fo the 
ne m—_ xa Aſſembly of 


SF DIVINES, 


n Sitting at Weſtminſter by Authority 
t | of Parhiament 


AGAINST 


Tolcration. 
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To Our Reverend, Learned, and Religious Bre- 
thren, the Prolocuter , and the reſt of the Di- 
Vines Aſſembled , and now futing at Weftmin- 
ſter., by Authority of Parliament : Theſe pre- 


ent 


Reverend and beloved Brethren , 


'ww- JE arc exceedingly q_— of the de. 
V \ / © firableneſs of our Churches Peace, and of 
" © the pleaſantneſsof Brethrens Unity, know- 
| © ing that when Peace is ſet upon its proper 
(Baſis, 142: Righteousneflſe and truth, it is one of the beſt 
© Pofſerfions, both deleRable and profitable ; like Aa- 
Fon, ointment, and the dew of Hermon. It is true, by 
* reaſon of different lights,” and different ſights among 
(Brethren there may be diſſenting in Opinion; yet , | 
*(a) why ſhould there be any ſeparating from Church- a) What i 
\ Communion £ The Churches Cont may be of diverſe the keeping 
*colottrs, yet, why ſhould there be any rent in it > conventicles 
' Have we nota Touch-ſtone of Truth , the good word ® Priv«te 
(of God; and when all things are examined by that Pang Af 
* word, then that which is may be held faſt ; but ;;,, _— 
' firſt they muſt be known, and then examined afterward. our Church 
*If our i Brethren after ſo many importunate in- communion. 
© treaties would have been perſwaded ( cither in zeale to 
© the truth,ox in ſincere loye to the Churches peace,and u- 


* nity 
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"nity among Brethren, or in reſpe& to their own repura; 
bY Tet the © flon by faire and ingenious dealing, or (4) in Conſcience 
Minifier of © to therr promiſe mage with the Miniſters of London now five 
tha perſws: © zrars[inceor any ſuch like reaſonable conſideration) at laf 
fron wade 45© ro haye given us 4 full narrative of their Opinions, and 
lane CO © Grounds of their Separation. we are perſwaded 
=. * would not haveſtood at ſuch a diſtance from us as now 
ſcription, « they do : But they choſe rather to. walk by their own 
Promiſes, © private lights than to unbaſome themſelves to us their 
904, Oaths of * moſt affeionate Brethrenz and to ſet themſelves in an 
Canonicel! © yntroden way of their own, rather then to wait what 
veg © our Covcnanted Reformation, according to the word of 
ſpeflive D; * God, and (c) examples of the beſt reformed Churches would 
eceſans. © bring forth. Butthe offence doth not end herezit is much 
c) Shew »s © that our Brethren ſhould ſeparate from the Church , but 
the example® that they ſhould endeavour (4) to get a warrant _to Autho. 


of one refor- * 712+ theur Separation from it, and.to have Liberty (by drap. 
med Church © 


rage ing members out of it) to weaken and dimini{Þ it, till ( ſo far 
_ * 45 hies in them) they hawe brought it to nothing ; this me think 
Miniſters to be platnlyunlanfull, yet this we underſtand i their preſent 
libertynot t0_ deſigne and endeavarr, Wherefore (Reverend Brethren) 
uſe ber eſta- * haying had ſuch large. experience of your zeale of Gods 
blifhd Kites ® glory, your care of his afflied Church, your earneſt 
and Cere- © odcavours to promote the compteat Reformation ofit, 
4) This ” "and of your ready concurrence with us in the improve- 
plainly our" , Ment of any means that might be found conducible to 
Brethrens this end; we arebold to hint unto you theſe our enſui 
deſigne and* Reaſons againft the Tolergtion of Independency inthis 
endeavour © Qhyrch, | 
#t thiq ume. 1 © The deſires and endeavours of Independents fot a 
© Toleration, are at this time extreamly | i-eforable and 
* preproperous: for, 
I. The 


= > #- 


EG IEre noo woo Hoa A. Ae. Me. © _ 


[63] 
I. * The Reformation of Religion is not yet perſedcd 

ind ſerled amongſt us, according to our Covenant, And 

(why M25 ior the Reformation be raiſed up at laſt, to 

{uch purity, and perfeRion , that truly reader Conſcien- 

ces may receive abundant ſatisfaftion, for ought that yet 

appears ? 
2, © It is not yet known, what the Government of the 

*Independents is, neither would they ever yer vouchſafe 

to let the World know, what they hold in that point, 

'hough ſome of their Party have been tao forward to « JT be Pres 

'Ghallenge,the £o940n Petitioners, as led with blind Obedi- byterians 

' ence, 4nd pinning their ſoules upon the Prieſts fleeve, for des ( although 

(firing an eſtabliſhment of the Government of Chriſt , be. oftenpreſſes 

tore there was any Model! of it extant, pe nn; 
3.* Wecanhardly be perſivaded , that the Indepen. 3/99 4 

dents themſelves (afrer all the ſtirs they have made a- with they ; 

'mongſt us) (+) are as yet fully reſolved about their own would be all 

"gay, wherewith they would be concluded, ſeeing they pub- concluded, - 

liſh not their model (though they are nimble enough bow far they 

*in publiſhing other things) and they profeſs Reſerves, ** *2 2'ts 

*and new Lights, for which they will ( no doubt ) expe = , where 

' the like Toleration , and ſo 1 infinituw. It were more A es 

[ : þ 

ſeaſonable to move for Toleration, when once they are of Tolerati- 

"poſitively determined how far they mean to goe,and where they on, and con- 

*28241; to ſtay. : deſcention. 
II, © Their defires and endeavours,are unreaſonable, and f) It's noto- 

"Wnequall in divers regards. Ama edapga 
1.* Partly becauſe no ſuch Toleration, hath hitherto been Kay's , 

* eftab liſbed (ſo far as we know ) un any Chriſtian State by the in th, ag 

"Croil Magiſtrate, times tole- 
2.f © Partly , becauſe ſome "of them have ſolemnly pro... Yate Epif. 

* feſt, that they eannot ſuffer Presbytery ; and anſwerdble here. *WPacy. 


c 
 #Nato 
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© unto is their praftiſe in thoſe plates where Independency Pre. 
© vailec, 

3 © And partly becauſe (g) to grant to them , and not 

g) To grant © other $efartes, who are free borne as well as they , and have 

indulgence © po us good ſerwice as they tothe Publick ( as they uſe ty 

unto a few, plead) will be counted injuſtice and great Partiality, butt 


| mw —_ *c grant ir unto all, will ſcarce be clear'd from orear impie. 
of all Par- TY. . : 
nies, Ll. © pry nance” isa Schilme 
Why may I. (h) © Independents do depart from our Churches and 


mot Indepen. « (, acknowledg'd by themſelves, 


OS. 2. © They draw and ſeduce our members from our Coy. 


Garies, de» $734 {00S . 

fire the ſame 3. (i) | They ere ſeparate Congregations, under a ſeparate 
favour, in © and undiſcovered Government, 

Caſe they (1) © They refuſe Communion with our Churches mn the 


_—_ E © Sacraments, 
Churches. , 5+ © Their Miniſiers refuſe to preach among us as Of. 


(h) Te al- © ficers, 

ready do, & 6. © Their members , if at any time they joyne with ui 
(in caſe © in hearing the Word and Prayer, yet they do it not aswith 
Your Tolera © ;þ,, Mimnferiall Word and Prayer, nor as the Ads of Church 


wot © Communion 
Si lrey (D Now wejudge that no Schiſme is to be Tolera- 


our members © ted in the Church *xi-ver@ 1 Cor: 1, 10, 1 Cor: 12,25, 
from our © *&acudias Rom: 6. 17. with 1 Cor, 3 3». Gal: 5 20, 
— , IV. (*) * Many miſchiefes will inevitably follow upon 
tions, whic 
ye acknowledge true Churches. (i)Te do in effet ſet up Separate Churches, 
(k> Ye receive n1t the Sacraments (except ſome few) in our Churches bit at 
private meetings , * Schiſme s. * Diviſions. (1) No Schiſme is to be Telera- 
ted. as ye grant. Bur Presbytery is a Schiſme Now, as much as Independency w# 
by you declared to be Then. Therefore, (according to your own grounds ) it ii 
not to be Tolerated , (m) The ſame would follow if Pres bytery were —_— 
$ | © this 


ko 
# 


i | . » 
his Tolcration, and that both 'to Church and Common: 


wealth, 

Firſt to the Church, as, | 

1, © Cauſeleſs and unjuſt revolts from our Miniſtry, axd 

Congregations R 

2, © Our Peoples minds will be troubled, and in danger to 

ſubverted, as As 15.24. 7 

4. © Bitter heart -burnings among Brethren, will te fa- 

wented and perpetuated toPoſterity, 

4. © The 6.4), painfall, Or:hodox Miniſtry, will be dif- 

wrazed azd deſpiſed, 

5, The liſe and power of Godlineſſe will ke eaten ont by fri- 

ralpus diſputes, and ware janglings. 

6, * The whole courſe of Religion in private Families, will 

leinterrupted and undermined, | 

1. © Reciprocall Duties between perſons of neareſt and dea« 

rf Relatidns will be extreamly wialated, 

8. © The whole work of Reformation, eſpecially in Diſct« 

uw and” Government will be retarded, diſturbed, and in 

larger of betug utterly fruſtrate and w0td, whileſt every pers 

u[ball have Liberty, upon every triviall diſcontent at Pres» 

leertall Goverment and Churches, to_rewolt from us, aud 

lt themſel es in ſeparated Congregations, | 

9. * All other Sets and Herefies in the Kingdome will be 

mourazed to endeavour the like Toleration. 

to, All other Sefs and Hereſies in the K ingdome will 

Weguard and [belter themſelves under the wings of Tdeper= 

tncy, an1 ſome of the Tadepenaents in their - Books, have 9- 

yaly at-owed,, that they plead for Liberty of Corſcience as wel 

#* Wy others as for themſelr es, | 

" Bl 11. © A;4 the whole Church of England , ia ſhort time will 

t ſwallowed np aith deſtrufion and confuſion, And God ts 
K * oft 


—— 


— ——o— -- — , , 
_ _ _——c——————  c — — — « V—s a 


—_— _— —_—  _— —_—_— =. 4 


» 


a) And = 
not Presby- : 
tarien Prim confiſtent with thar ſolemn League and Covenant , for 


ciples known © Reformation and defence of Religion , which not on 


to be ſo too. 
b) And as 


[ 66 ] 
© rot the Author of confuſion but of peace, 1. Cor: 14, 33, 


© Secondly to the Commonwealth, for, 
I. © Alltheſe miſchiefs in the Church will have their py. 
© porttonable influence upon the Commonwealth, ti 
2. © The K ingdome will be wofully weakned by ſcandal; Wi 
© a34 Diriſions, ſo that the enemaes of it, both domeſticall and 
© forreizn, will be encouraged to plot and practice againſt it, | 
3. 1t is muchto be doubted, leſt the powtr of the Magiftrate, W's 
© ſhould not onely be weakened, but even utterly overthrouye, W's 
© conſidering the Principles and praftices of Independents toze. W( 
© ther with their compliance with other $eRaries, [uſſiciently (4) 
© knowne to be Anti-M agiftraticall, ', 


(4) V.* Such a Toleration is utterly repugnant and ins 
c 


© both houſes of Parliament, but alſo perſons of all forts 
© in both KinzJoms of England and Scotland , have ſub. 


2a © (cribed, and with hands lifted upto the moſt high God 
Oaths im. © have ſworn: (a) which Covenant likewiſe , both you, 
poſedby © and we, and thoſe that mot earneſtly purſue the eſtz 
Lawfull © bliſhment of Toleration , have made ( or ſhould have 
Authority, * madc) #n the preſence of Almighty God, the ſearcher of al 
which that © þ,,,,t5,with a true intention to perform the ſame , as we ſhul 
a) --—l f © anſwer at the Great day, when the ſecrets of all hearls fallbe 
Oaths have arſcliſea. For, bo = 

brea taken 1. © Ths ts oppoſite to the Reformation of Reliz:oraccord- 
by molt of 


the chief ſticklers for Toleration, and with a True intextion ( it ws hoped ) to 
performe the ſame. | 


8-2-7 


» We 


E-- (67] 
u to the word of God, and the eXample of the beſt reformed 
wir Article x, 

2, (n) © It is deſtruitive to the three Kingdomes neare(t 
(ypjnAton 81nd uniformity in Religion and Government which 
' might lead us and our poſterity after us as Brethren to live 


n) The To 


| lerati 
uy faith and Love Art.rx, more non 


2. (o) © 1t is plainly contrary to that extirpation of $ chiſme is no leſs de» 
Und whatſoever ſball be found contrary to ſound Dofrine, firudive to 
ad the Poner of Godlineſſe, which we have ſworne ſincerely, "be comjun- 


ion and 
xniformity 

4. (7) © Hereby we ſhall be involved in the guilt of other ; ws ng 
"mens [ins , and thereby be endangered to recerve of their domes then 
Lg Art, 2, mL — 

5. 1t ſeems utterly tmpoſſible (if ſuch Toleration ſhould be #99: 
wanted) that the Lord ned be one, and his name one im the ym. :, 
three K ingdomes, Art, 2, Þ- Mu 

6. © This will palpably hinder the Reformation of Reli- Schiſme 
non, inevitably divide one K ingdome from another,and from E yiſ. 
happily mnake faFions and parties among the People cone ©9Pacy, as 
"Yrary to this League and ” a0 « of which evil offi» Epiſcopacy 
"er, whoſoever ſhall be found guilty, are reputed in- the __ 
Words of the Covenant (5) Inceadiaries , Malizzants . Soom. 

7 why 
0 they no 
aſſead of extirpation, deſire the Toleration of it , contrary to your Covenant, 
þ) Toleration of Schiſme rendreth Magiſtrates and Miniſter s 4cceſſary to the 
ours, Sins, and Deſtrudion of ſeduced and deluded People. ( q ) The Tole- 
tio of deformity, even in little Matters, ſometimes cauſeth fatiions and pars 
tis among /t the People, Let Us have acare we be not Incendiaries, or evill 
Itraments * for Sacrilegious ſpirits to. work by ill affefied as well to Presbyte= 
1« Epiſcopacy 


"really , 4334 conſtantly to endeavour without reſpeR of per- 
| 


K 2 M alt= 
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, M alignants and evill Inftruments, to te diſcovered, tha 

. they may be brought to publick triatl , and receive condinue 

c 0 , a) 
puniſbment, Art,4.& 5. 


© Theſe are fome of the many Conſiderations , which 
© make deep impreffions upon our ſpirits , again{t that 
*orcat Diaxa of Indepentents , and all the ScAaries {y 
* much cryed up by them in theſe diſtrafted rimes , tz, 
* A Toleration, a Toleration. And however, nonc ſhould 
* have more rejoyced then our ſelves in the eſtabliſhment 
* of a Brotherly, Peaccable, and Chriſtian accommods. 
* tion; yet this being utterly rejeed by them , we can. 
* not difſemble how upon the fore-mentioned grounds, 
* we deteſt and abhor the much endeavoured Toleration, 
* Our Buwels, our Bowels areſtirred within us , and we 
© could even Drowne bur ſelves in Tears , when we call 
. to mind , how long, and ſharp a travell this Kingdom 
hath been in for many years together, to bring forth that 
* bleſſed fruit of a pure and p:rfe&t Reformarion ; and 
. now atlaſt after all our pangs, and dolours, and expe 
. tions, this Reall and through Reformation, is in danger of 
being ſtrangled inthe Birth, by a lawleſs Toleration, that 
* ſtrives to be broughtTorth before it, 
© Wherefore ( Reverend and Beloved Brethren) we 
* could not (arisfy our {-lves, till we ha4 made ſome dil- 
© covery of our Thoughts unto you about this matter; not 
© that we can harbour the leaſt jealouſy of your zcale, f- 
© delity , or induſtry in the oppoſing, nf extirpating ol 
* ſuch arovt of gall and bitterneſs, as Toleration 1s 
* will be, both inpreſent and future Ages; bur that we 
© may what lies in us, endeavour mutually to ſtrengthen 


© one anothers reſolutions , againſt the preſent growinge 
* vills, 
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(ills, and that our Conſcienccs , __ _ ſmite mens 
ther day for (inſull filence, or ſluggi = _ y 
' point of Duty, tending to the glory of Chri > o_ 
Ae Truth, Peace of the Church, ! Ay - | : _ 
©«mhtion , Performance of our Covenant , and Beneht o 

* preſent and ſucceeding Generations, 


From Sion- Collcdge 
Lond. Decemb. 
IR $ ut ſcribed by Us 1our AﬀeRonate 
Brethren , and Fellow-labon- 
rers in the work of the Mini- 
(try to whom Truth -and 
Peace is wery pretious, 
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The Judgement'of King F 4 ME S and 
His Privy - Council again(t 


Toleration. 


Tranſcribed verbatim out of Judge Crooks 
Jeports. Term, Mich: Anno 2. Jacobi 
Parag, 13, Part, 2, p, 37. 


Fall the Juſtices of England, with- diverſe of 
* the Nobiliry' iz, The Lord Elleſmere Lord 
* Chancelor , the Earle of Dorſet: Lord Trea- 
(ſurer, . Vicount Crabourne Principall Secretary , the 
'Earle of Nottingham Lord Admirall , the Earles of 
© Northumberland, Worceſter, Devon, and Northampton, 
' the Lords Zouch, Burghley, and Knowles, the Chancel- 
* for of the Dutch), the Arch-Biſhop of Carterhury, the 
'Biſhopof Lon1on, Popham chict Jultice , Bruce Maſter 
* of the Rolls, Anderſon, Gawd), VV almeily, Fenner, K inz5- 
"mill, WarbertoaS awill, Damel!, Telver:ez, and Sas, 
' wereaflembled inthe Star Chamberz where the Lord 
* Chancellor, atter a long Speech made by him, concern- 
'ing Juſtices of Peace, and his Exhortation to the Juitices 
of Aſſize; and in diſcourſe concerning Papitits and Purt- 


\Y, Ku that by command from rhe King, 


* tans, 


SRI SISSSOOS SOROS! SORALISALESSRS, 


. 
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| 
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, wk Declating how they both were diſturberz of the 
© State, and tharthe King intended to ſuppreſs them , and 
© to have the Laws put in execution againſt them, Deman. 
© ded of the Juſtices their Reſolution inthree things, 
© Firſt, Whether the Deprivation of Puritan Mini. 
© ſters by the High Commiſſioners , for refuſing to Con. 
* forme themſclves*to the Ceremonies appointed by 
© the laſt Canons, was Lawfull > Where all the Juſtices 
© anſwered, 
© Thatthey had conferred thereof before, and held itty 
© be lawſull, Becauſe the King hath the Supream Eccle. 
© fiaſticall Power, which he hath Delegated to the Com. 
© miſfioners, whereby they had the Power of Deprivation, 
© by the Canon Law ofthe Realm , and the Statute of 1, 
* Eliz. which appoints Commiſſioners ro be made by the 
© Queen,&oth not confer ary new Power , but explain and 
* declare the ancient Power. And thercfore they held | 
* clear, That the King without Parliament might make 
"Orders and Conſtitutions for the Government of the 
* Clergy, andmight deprive them , if they obcyed not; 
* And {o the Commiſhoners might deprive them, Bur 
; they could not make any Conſtitutions without the King, 
and the divulgi:.g of ſuch Ordinances by Proclamation's 
" 4 moſt gratious Admanition; And for as much as they 
© have refuſed to obcy , they are lawiully deprived by the 
* Commiſſioners ex Officio without Libcll Et ore trxws 
© cont oratt, 
* Secondly, Whether a Prot ibition be grantable againſt 
* the Commiſſioners upon the Statute of 2.H.5.if they do 
© not deliver the Copy of the Libell ro the Party; whereto 
© they all Anſwcred, That that Stature is intended where 
*the Eccleſiaſtical! Judge procceds, Ex oft1£10 © ore tem, 
HET : Thirdly 


GEE 
Thirdly, Whether it wcre an ofTence-puniſhable, and 
(what puniſhment they deſerved , who framed Petitions, 
nd cullefted a multirude of hands tlicreto, to prefer the 
(King in a publick cauſe as the Pu-itans 14 done, with an 
- E'ltimation to the King, That iſhe denyed tate Svire, 
- W'mary Tron {2nds of the SubjeAs would: be diſcontented? 
y E'Whercto all the Juſlices anſwered, that ir was an of- 
$ Mfence finable ar diſcretion , and very recr to Treaſon and 
Felony in the puniſhment , for they tended tothe raiſing 
od WofScdition, Rebellion and diſcontent among the Pcople: 
- E'Towhich Reſolution all the Lords agreed and then many 
- Withe Lords declared, 
That ſome of the Puritans had raiſed a falſe Rumour 
'of the King, how he intended to grant a Toleration to Pa- 
'niſts: which ofencethe Juſtices conceived to be heinous- 
\yfinable by the Rules of the Common Law,either in the 
Kings Bench, or by the King and his Councill : or row 
\ſnce che Statute of 3, H. 7. in the Star- Chamber, And 
'the Lords ſeverally declared how the King was diſcor.- 
3 Wtnted, with the faid falſe Rumour, and had made bur 
t Wtheday before a Proteſtation urto them , That he never 
» Winendcd ir, and that he would ſpend the laſt drop of 
$ blood in his body before he would do it; and prayed that 
Y Wibefore any of his Ifluc ſhould maintain any other Religi- 
© Fothen whar he truly profeſſed and maintained, that God 
% WFwould rake them out of the World. 


m— "7 
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b$$þ$SSSPOESPHOEHPPEPHEDSELS 


VOTES «c, 


=_zr THE 
Hovourable Houſe of 


COMMONS Þeb, 5, &«. 166 2. 


Upon Reading His Majeſties Gratious 
Declaration and Speech &c. 


Die Mercurii 25, Feb, 15. Car, R, 


Reſolved &c. Nemine contradicente, 
That the humble Thanks of this Houſe, be returned to His 
Majeſty, for his Reſolution" to Maintain the AR of Vnifor- 


A), 


Reſolved &c. 


That it be preſented to the K ings Majeſty , us the Humble 
Alvice of the Houſe , That no Tndulzence be granted to the 
liſenters from the AR of Vaiformity. 


Moſt Grations Soveraigne , 
The Knights, Citizens,and Burgeſſes,of the Commons 


boule 0f Parliament, did _ great joy receive your Maje- 
| 2 ſtics 


L795 ] 
* motEGrarious Speech,at the opening this Seifion of Par: 
* lfament: And being therelLy invited to confider of their 
* Declaration of the Twenty ſixth of December laſt, they 
© have with al! Sobricty, Duty , ant AﬀeCtion , examined 
* the grounds thereof,and do by me preler.t unto your Ma. 
© j: ty thetr moſt tarty Thanks for the ſame, and humble 
* Advice thereupo7; both which, I do beleech your Ma- 
* jeſty, that v6 will vouchſaſe me to dcliver in their own 
© words, 
© May it pleaſe your mot excellent Majeſty, 
© Wee your Myctics moſt Dutifull and Loyall Sab. 
© jeQs,the Knights, Citizens and Burgefles of the Honſe of 
* Commons in Parliament Aﬀembled , having with all fi. 
* delity and obedicnce conſidercd of the ſeverall matters 
* comprized in your Majeſtics late Gratious Declaration 
* of the 26 of Decemb.lait,and your moſt gratious Speech 
* at the beginning of this preſent Seſſion, 
© Do in the firſt place tor our ſclves, and inthe names 
© of all the Commons of England, render to your Sacred 
* Majeſty, the Tribute of our molt hearty Thanks for that 
© infinite Grace and Goodnels , whercwith your Majeſty 
* hath been pleaſed to publiſh your Royall. intentions, 
* of adhering ro your A& of Indempuity. and Oblivion, 
* by a conſtant and Religious obſervance of it, And 
© our hearts are further enlarged in theſe returnes of 
© Thanſpivings when we confider your Majeſtics molt 
* Princely, and Heroick Profeſſions of rclying upon the 
" Aﬀf-&tions of your peyple, and abhorring all fort ofmt- 
* litary and arbitrary Rule, Bur above all wee can never 
, enough remember, to the honour of your Majeſtics Pt- 
© ety, 2nd our unſpeakable Comfort, thoſe ſolemne and 
5 endearing Invitations 'of us your Majeſties Subjc&s 
to 
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(prepare Lawes to be preſented to your Majeſty, as 
tout che growth andiencreaſe of Popery; ard withall to 
trovide more Laws azainſt Licenti-uſrels and impiety,at 
the ſame time declaring your own Reſolutions for main- 
(gining the Act of Ulnitormity, 

*Ard ic bccomes us alwaics to acknowledge and ad- 
'mire your Majeſtics Wildeme in this your Declaration, 
' whereby: your Majeſty is plcaſcd to reſolve, not only by 
ymptuary Laws , bur by y zur own Royall example of 
' rogality, to reſtrainthat excels in mens expences, which 
is grown (o generall, and fo exorbitant; and to airc& our 
' endeavours, to find out fir, & proper Laws tor advance<- 
' ment of Trade and Commerce. 

*Aft-r all this we moſt humbly beleech your Majeſty 
to beleive, That it is with extream uawillingneſs and re- 
"IuRancy of heart, that we are brought rodiffer from any 
thing which your Majcfty hath thought fir to propoſe, 
'And though we do no way doubt, but that the unrealye + 
able diſtempers of mens ſpirits, an the many Muri- 
nies and Conſpiracies which were carried on, durins the 
kate intervalls of Parliament, did reaſonably incline your 
*Majcſty to endeavour by your declaration, to give ſome 
allay to thoſe il] humours , till the Parliament Aﬀem- 
'bled and the hopes of indulgence , if the Parlizmcnr 
hould coaſent to it, eſpecially ſeeing the pretendets to 
"this indulgence, did {cem to make ſome titles to it, by 
'xertue of your Majeſtics. Declaration from Breda, Ne- 
:vertheleſs, w2 your Mijeſties mot Dutitull and Loyall 
"Subjects, who are now returned to ſerve in Parliament 
from thoſe ſcverall parts and places of your Kingdome, 
'for waich we are choſen, Do humbly ofer to -your Ma- 
'jeties great. VViſdome, Thar it is in. nv ſort alvilable, 
"Tat 
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© that there be any induloence to ſuch perſons } who pres 
: lume to difſent trom the Aft of Unitormity,and the Re. 
: ligion eſtabliſhed. 

For theſe Reaſons, 

©We have conſidered the Nature of your Miajeſtics 
© Declaration from Breda, and arc humbly of Opinion, 
© That your Majeſty ought not to be prefſed with it any 
* farther, 

*Becaule it is not a promile in it ſelf, but only a Gra. 
tious Declaration of your Majeſties Intentions , todoe 
what in you lay, and what a Parliament ſhould adviſe 
your Majelly to doc z and no ſuch Advice was ever gi. 
ven, or thought fit to be offered $ nor could it be other. 
wile underſtooJ, becauſe there were Laws of Uniformi. 
ty then in being, which could not be diſpenſed with , tut 
© by Atof Parliament, 
© They who do pretend 1 right to that ſuppoſed promile, 
put the Right into the hands of their Repreſentatives, 
* whom they chole to ſerve for them in this Parliament, 
© who have paſſed , and your Majeſty conſented to the Ag 
* of Uniformity, It any (hall preſume to ſay, thar a right 
© to the benefit of this Declaration doth ſtill remain atter 
* this At paſſed , 

© It tends to diffolve the very Bonds of Goverment, and 
© to ſuppoſe. a difabiliry in your Majeſty and the Houles 
* of Parltament to make a Law contrary to any part of 
* your Mijeſtics, Decliration, though both Houſes ſhould 
* adviſe your Majcſty to it. 

© We have allo conſidered the nature of the Indulzence 
© Propoſed, with reference to thoſe conſequences , which 
- muſt necef{ari!y attend it, 

« Jr will cſtavliſh Schiſme by a Law , and = rs 
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tybole Goverment of the Church precarious ;; and the 


(Cenſures of it of n> moment or Conſideration ar all. 

*It will no way become the Gravity or Wiſdome of a 
(Parliament, to paſſe a Law at one Seſſion for Uniformity, 
'and at the next Seiſion (the Reaſons of Ulniformity con- 
tinving ſtill che ſame) to paſſe another Law to fruſtrate 
ior weaken the execution of it, 

* It will expoſe your Majeſty to the reſtlefſe importuni- 
ty of every Se or Opinion, and of every ſingle Perſon 
allo, who ſhall preſume to difſent from the Church of 
'Enpland. G 

* It will be a cauſe of increaſing Seas and Series, 
'whoſe numbers will weaken the true Proteſtant Profeſſi« 
on fo far, that it will ar leaſt be difficult for it, todetend 
"itſelf againſt them: And which is yet farther Confidera- 
'ble, thoſe Numbers which by bcing troubleſome to the 
"Government, find they can arrive to an Indulgence, will 
'as their Numbers increaſe , be yet more troubleſome, 
"that ſoat lengrh they niay arrive to 4generall Toleration, 
"which your Majeſty hath degared againft , and intime 
"ſome prevalent Set, will at laſt contend for an cſtabliſh= 
"ment, waich for ought can be forclfen, may cnd in Po- 
pery, 

*It isa thins a!lto2:ther without precedent , and wil! 
take awayall mcans of Convicting Recuſants, and be in- 
conſiſtent with the Method aad proccedings of the Laws 
'of Enalazd, 

* Ln?tly it is humbly conceived,thatthe Indulgence pro- 
pos'd will be ſo far from tending t»> the peace of rhe 
"Kingdom, that it is rathcr likely to occation great di- 
(urbance. Anon the comrary , That the alerting of the 
'Lawes, and the Religion cltabliſh't, according to the 
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* A? of Viiformr9, is the molt probable means to Pro. 
* duce'a fertled . Prace and Obedience throughout your 
* Kingdoine: Bocanſethe variety of Profeſſions in Reli. 
; gion, when opentydivulged,doth dire&tly diſtinguiſh men 
* into parties, and withal! gives theta opportunity ts count 
© their numbers; which conſidering rhe animotities ther 
* out of a Religious Pride will be kept on foot by theſeye. 
*rall fa&ions, doth tend direAly and incvitably to open 
*.diſturbanee. : 

Nor can your Majeſty have any Security, that the )y. 
© arine or Worſhip of the ſeverall FaMons, which are all 
© guverned by a ſcverall Rulc, ſhall be conſiſtent with the 
© Peace of your Kingdome. 

* And if any perſons (hall prefume to diſturb the peace 
©. of the Kingdome, We do inal! humility declare, That 
©we will for ever, and inall Occaſions, be ready with our 
©. utmoſt endeavour and Aſſiſtance, to adhere to and ſerve 
© Your Majeſty according to our bouunden Duty and 


© Allegiance. 
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My "Bretbren , 


1 Have nowgiven you my Authorities, viz, 


1, The private Teſtimonies of twenty emi- 
nt Divines, 

2, The publick Teſtimony of the Presby- 
ran Miniſters in the City of London ( Synodi- 
ally ) met at Sin Colledge, 

3, The Authority of that Wiſe,and Learned 
ling James and his Privy Counclll, | 

4, The Votes and Reaſors of the Honourable 
Commons Aſſembled in .this preſent Parlia- 
Ment, 

All which I have defignedly ranked in this 
nethod, that obſerving the order of nature, and 
rginning ab imperfeftionr, I might gradually af- 
end to that which is more perfett;for ſuch I chink 
he Reaſons of the Hoxſe will be found; (to him 
bat dares attempt them) z, e. Impregnable and 
mnſwerable, 

I Know not how it fares with other men , (I 
mno judge of their honeſty or Knowledge)but I am 
lre,as tome the premiſes have appeared ſo con- 


{iderable 
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fiderable,] ſhould think the world might ſuſper 
either my IntelleQualls,or Moralls, were I not thy 
apprehenſive of ſo convincing a Light, 

My Brethren, (chat 1 may deal freely with 
you) Iam perfe&tly amaz'd, and (Ihadalmoſt 
121d) ſcandaliz'd; rhat men ſo eminent for Leary. 
ing, 10 noted for Pity , and (if we may beleive 
themſelves it being one of their grand Topickes 
for Indulgence) ſo conſiderable for Policy, Ifay, 
thar theſe men ſhould fo warmely concerne then 
ſelves for this Thing call'd Toleratton, which(as 
I hope the premiſes have evinc'd) is not onely de. 
frruftive both to Church & State, but alſo(which 
prudent men would a little conſ1der) fo direft- 
ly contrary to their former Principles & Pratturs, 

I am very unwilling to.make any unpleaſwy 
RefleCtions, but 'tis che Language of the world 
(and I am not yet inſtrufted to confure it) that 
It is not a Toleration, (however pretended, asthe 
the maſt advantageons method, that can at pre- 
ſem beemploy'd ) buta Reformation, (chat is, Yn 
(as ſad experience hath explained it) a totall Ex- ; 

a0 
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tirpation of what ever is contrary © their hy- 
mours and defjenes) that each different Parte 


endeavours to eltabliſh, vr 
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Now that this may not be rejeCted as aflan- 
ering deſugne, onely to make you odious to Au- 
kritte, (as 15 commonly objected) there are ſe- 
eral! Reaſons (at leaſt (ſtrong conjeEtures) that 
keme highly to enforce the formentioned Charge, 

lam willing to conclude; and ſhall derefen 
we you My notions in greſſe, leaving the Analy- 
wto your acuter Judgements, 

There are you know ſuch things in the world, 
$27us Divinum of ſome one Forme of Crovern- 
ment, and a Solemne League and Covenant; 
both which as being direEtly contrary to your 
xetended Toleration , (had I but the leyſure 
x ability to improve chem) might eaſily be re- \ 
blved into Volume of Arguments, 

But leaving this performance (if occaſion 
hall require) to the management of ſome abler 
fen, permit me very calmely to beg your Re- 
lution to this following Propoſall, 

Were you in the ſame Condition, (7, e, ) did 
jw enjoy the ſame encourageing Circumſtances, 
tat your Adverſaries , the true Sons of the 
Church of England. (chrough Grods great mercy 
and the Indulgence of a gratious Prince) arc at 
preſent favoured with; then lay your hands upon 
M 2 your 
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Your breaſts , and tell, me, as in the Preſence of 


ther would you then- indulge eicher Perſon o- 
Parties, that ſhould diſſent from: your eltabliſhed 
Diſcipline , be it Preſbyterian , or Independent, 
or any other whatſoever: (e, g.) Whether would 
you then permit that Hmnifter to preach publick- 
ly, that ſhould read the Service of our Church, 
weare a-Surpliſse, uſe the Croſſe in Baptiſme, Kneel 
at the Sacrament, &C: and not onely 1o,but theut- 
molt of whoſe endeavours ſhould be employ 'din 
perſwading others to the like praCtices, telling 
them that the contrary (by = obſerved ) was 
irreverent and undecent,and therefore of all good 
Chriſtians ro be loath'd and abhorr'd, I fay tell 
me plaznly; Is it fit to grant a Toleration and In- 
Hulgence to ſuch a Perſon or no? if not,then(even 
your ſelves being judges) neither is it fit to Tole- 
rate you, {ince your Principles and PraCticesare 
as diſtant from his (I mean the true Sos of the 
Church of England) as his from yours, as deltru- 
Etive to his, as his to yours: and zt 7s unreaſonable 
(lays the defender of the London Muwilters Letter 
to the Aſlembly )that Independents ſhould deſure th 
Toleration from Preſbyters which they would not give 
t 
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ts Presbyters; fo ſay, it is unreaſonable that Tn- 
dependents, Presbyrers, gr any other SeEt ſhould 
delire that Toleration from Epiſcopacy, which 
they would not grant to Epulcopacy.For with what 
face can I a; fore a courteſie from bim, to whom I do 0- 
penly profeſſe, I would deny the ſame Courteſs, | 
But now if you take che other member of the 
Contradittion, and lay, you would tolerate the fore- 
mention'd Perſon, ſuppoſeing him otherwiſe of a 
quiet, and peacable temper; let me then dcf1ce 
ou further to reſolve me. Are you. perswaded, 
That the Church of England requires any thing Sin- 
full as the condition of her Communion or not ? if 
you ſay, ſhee does not (1am no licele: troubled to * wat; 
mention 1t, but theres no evaſion) I mult plainly !%**, ** 
tell you, you are no berter then downright Schiſ 11h. Fu. 
maricks; for Schiſme in the proper notion of it is ful 769%» 
nothing elſ e,but a cauſ eles Separation fromthat' part pg neBo 
of the viſuble Church of which we were members: NOW #f our C =_ 
there 1s no {ufhcient cauſe for {uch S eparation but _— £ 
* Smm;1t being the judgement of our beſt writers xg Þ 
upon that Controverhie, chat nothing. else covld mo - 
warrailt our Separation from Rome bur this; thee car ſolve 
ſhe required as Conditions of her Communion 2** % 
ſomewhat in fide erroneous, or in fafvimpions, / —_ : 
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- But if you 'are-perſwaded (and ſome of you - 
have declared it) that ſhe does require ſomething 
which ts ſinfull, as the Condition of ber Communion, 
then the Caſe is cleare; the Make falls of; and ] 
have finiſhed my Taske; for, {ince all S:n 1s con- 
felledly the objeEt, not only of our hatred ang 
averſation, bar alſo of torall extirpation (it being 
every ones duty not only to avoid Sin himſelfe, 
but (by all lawfull waies and methods) to hinder 
ics Commiſſton in others) I ſhall humbly leaveir 
to his moſtſacred Majeſtie and the Wildome of 
the Parliament to Conſider; | 
V Vhether it be eicher Religton , or Pole to 

tolerate thoſe Perſons, or Parties , which are. 
perſwaded in their Conſciences, that it 15 a ne- 
ceſlarie incumbent Durie, not onely to hate and 
deteſt, but alſo (by all thoſe waies and methods 
which they themſelves ſhall think Jawful)to 
weaken, alter, & extirpate the ſettled Crovem- 
ment of the Church ? the which Alteration , what 
influence it may have upon the State, and how 
DeſtruEtive ic may prove to his Majc(ties 
Crown and Kingcomes, (1 hope it is ro breach 
of the ACt of Oblivion to tell you) the experience 
of late years hath ſuggeſted a very fatall corje 
Cture, 
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